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  [ New ASGL-L news-cuttings archive at:

    http://www.mindspring.com/~rainbowchild/newsarchive.html ]





'Fairy Knight' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi! its been a little while!

'Steph' wrote:
>In answer to an earlier poster: yes you do have women here. I
>however have decided that I don't want to post any more. I
>want to meet people on the web, but in a more personal setting
>to talk about our common interest. IN NO WAY is this a bash on
>Ianthe's choice to have ASGL-L moderated.  I respect him for
>that but I don't want to get so frustrated... I do read them, I
>cry a lot... you're all our sooo close, yet soo far away....
>I can't figure why you are so far out of reach.

I think its because we can't really trust one another, and so
we hold so much back. none of you know my real name, my age,
my race, geographical location, religion, gender (not really),
hair color, eye color, social background, or even what my
favourite food is. It makes the whole mess so impersonal, but
it's the way we must do it for safety. By the way, where are
you meeting others? On a chat of some sort?

I had a question for the group at large. This is a little odd,
and if it does not apply to you feel free to skip over this
part. I am currently practising an alternate religion, (specifically
new-age pagan, eclectic not wiccan) anyone else here from a
similar path? I want to know what paths, if any, would support
GL, and patrons as well. And just to note, I draw the line at
Cthuluism and the like!

Whew, I hope that doesn't sound too weird! I couldn't think of
anywhere else to ask. I haven't had much opportunity lately to
spend time with any LGs. I had a bit of fun over Christmas. My
family recently relocated, and I went to visit them for the
holidays. My little sister (who is still a beautiful LG herself)
had made a lot of friends. She was more than pleased to introduce
us :) Fun, fun, fun. My brother teased me about my "proficiency
with children and small animals." He also teased me about my
"little girl fetish." He knows me way to well! I think he
suspects the full truth, one of three in the world who may.
He's not the sort to rat though.

Fair all well, in life and love.

'Fairy Knight'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Verdi' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Flickorna' wrote:
>The magazine is called:
>_"Squirts!  A Children's Journal of Flows"_.
>I got my own copy at an 'underground' bookstore last month.
>Let me know if anyone wants the address of the publisher.

I do.  Any chance you can put it up on the web for Ianthe to
link to it ?

--

'Everyone Needs Love' wrote:
>To 'Verdi':
>I wish I could help you. I have to wonder, why the mother is not
>listening what her own daughter has to say about this. If the mother
>would understand the daughter and had good relationship with her,
>none of this would happened. But "Mum's the word", I guess. Maybe you
>should try to find other hobbies and other people to be with for a
>while.

Thanks.  To tell you the truth, I had always liked her mother, except that
she was incredibly smothering in her protectiveness of her daughter.  Even
forbade her to attend the cast party (which any actor knows that this event
is considered rude to miss).  Oh well.  As an actor, I've been in demand by
so many other companies.  It might be time to check them out.  Also, my main
creative career just took a boost, so I might not have that much time to act
anyway.

--

'Brian' wrote:
>Just a few days ago I was wallowing in 'single' mode and
>seriously doubting I'd ever have another girlfriend after
>years alone, when a 13 y.o LG by the name of  R. suddenly
>attached herself to me out of the blue! She's the reason
>I've de-lurked here.

I know.  This little incident was the reason I de-lurked myself after
subscribing for a year.  Well, that and I wasn't sure exactly how the
posting worked. :o)

>Heh. It's amazing how its the people you'd think would
>know better who consistently underestimate LG's.  A. was
>just the same, she easily held an adult-level conversation
>without any problem. I'm sure its the fact we treat them
>as our equals that gets them interested in us a lot of
>the time.

Well, you know, after Piaget did his "research"...  I always said I knew of
too many exceptions for his rules, by the odds, to be accurate.  However,
people swear by him, and that is part of the reason why people under about
16 are usually treated as inferiors in the Western World.  I treated her
like an equal, yes, because she was easily my equal (and I'm usually too
conceited to admit something like that).  I've said it before and I'll say
it until the day I die:  Almost every child I know is more intelligent and
mature than most people I know my own age.  Could it be their curiosity
compared with the "I know everything, and everyone who disagrees with me is
wrong" attitude we see in most "normal" adults?

>Oh, really? I'm SURE that grounding her for 6 months for
>just talking to someone will just totally convince her
>who's the evil one!

I hope she's doing all right, though.  I'm so worried about her myself.
Even though I try to bury my feelings on the matter, I really do love her.
I don't want her to dislike her parents, you know, but I do hope (and I KNOW
she's intelligent enough to do so) she realizes that her parents' flying off
the handle at her is just as wrong as whatever they accuse me of doing.

>A.'s parents, and her mother in particular, barely
>tolerated us talking in their presence for hours, and to
>cut a long story short, the moment she was alone with
>them again she was outright forbidden to talk to me
>again. I tried to talk further, but she told me what
>had transpired and I could see the murderous gaze
>directed our way from her mother, and left it at
>that for her sake. I wasn't concerned for myself.

I'm not too concerned for myself on the matter either, but, as I said above,
I am worried about her.  Well, maybe a little concern for myself.  I know
she's never allowed to speak to me again, but I do hope her parents haven't
drummed hatred for me into her head.  You know they'll try, not realizing
the damage drumming any superficial thing into someone's head will do.  So
worried about her...

>That's just typical! These people never say anything
>to your face, they tell everyone else, do their
>damndest to shut down a company, stop everyone else's
>fun, all that over something so minor.

No pun intended, right? :o)  We really do have to band together to stop
these witch hunts.  They've become so dangerous for the people not involved
now.  Until these posts, I tried to keep the battle between me and the LG's
parents, but they had to go and involve everyone else.  Their kids can't
perform in that company, where a true spirit of camaraderie and teamwork
toward a goal can be brought into being because of these allegations (and it
was the only company left in town that would still cast novices.)  Where
does that leave the kids with so much true talent?

>I don't know if it'll help, but it does get easier
>over time. Some years ago I made the mistake of telling
>a friend of my girl-loving 'predeliction'. From that
>moment he assumed only the absolute, utter, worst in
>me and absolutely everything I said and did, and we
>shortly broke off all contact. The backs deliberately
>turned upon you by certain people still sting, but
>they sooner or later drift away. I wouldn't try asking
>what's being said, it won't help, and nothing you can
>say or do will change their small made-up minds.
>After 3 months you can be fairly certain the
>authorities haven't taken the 'allegation' too
>seriously. It's probably a fair bet your internet
>usage is being monitored though.

Thanks.  It does help. Thanks for the vote of confidence about the
police too.  I seldom use the same comp twice, but I know that won't
stop the Grand Inquisitors.  This is also the addy I use chiefly for
business so, in the most part, they won't find much incriminating.

--

Also, to the poster of the activist ideas.  Just give me some
suggestions how I, as a playwright and composer, can help.  Anyone
in here want to collaborate?  We'll take the neo-McCarthyists
by storm!

'Verdi'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------




'DD' writes
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Ianthe,

So good to read accounts of people that feel as I do.

I met Laura quite by accident whilst dating her Mum. She
is the most wonderful creature I have ever met.  But had
I known of her existence I would never have embarked upon
this venture.  She is just 11 years old and stunningly
beautiful.

Recently while visiting she appeared wearing only the most
flimsy night dress making no shame of the fact that her 'bits'
were visible, she embraced me and climbed upon my shoulders
and rubbed herself against me.  It was obvious she was
aroused and wanted things to progress much further.  She
even stated the fact that she wanted close physical contact
in a sexual sense.  I had to rebuke her - which hurt her so
much she cried.  I felt such shame because I wanted so much
to make love to her, but if I did I was sunk.  But I know
I could have, if only I had the guts.

She has formed a very close relationship with me and is
almost obsessive about me, taking me into her every
confidence, and is very explicit about her desires, this
scares me to death.  I have struggled all my life with being
a GL, trying to be a "good guy" and this turn of events has
taken me totally by surprise.  I could never harm anyone,
for what ever reason.

Why me, why was I born this way?.

If two men can love each other openly, why not a man and a
young girl?.  We face social outcast and even jail for loving
some one, this can never be right.

I know I must end the relationship with her mum, something
that will be so painful for us both, because I deeply love
her also, but what choice do I have?  I am heartbroken and
cry myself to sleep at night.  This is all so real and so
terrible I cannot endure it I fear.  It is all so wrong, I
have even considered ending it all in the past, but to what
purpose?

How the hell do I deal with this, or am I condemned to a
life alone because my love is not like that of others, but
non the less real?.  I long for the time when love in all
its manifestations is accepted but it won't be in our
lifetime I fear.  Sadder to think that in some cultures
this would be perfectly acceptable.

These are sad times indeed.

Good luck, be careful, and thanx again.

Regards,

'DD'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Christin' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

HI Ianthe,

I "love" :-) Leelee SobieskI since "Joan of Arc" was on German TV in
November. Some days later I saw "Deep Impact" on video and then I
thought, its time to start an (German language-) fan site
(<http:www.leeleesobieski.de>).  And now in Auckland I've found
this new issue of "Pavement"-magazine.

Now I know why I "always" thought there must be something special
with that girl... :-)

So, below is something nice for the list I think.

Have a nice weekend! :-)

--

"Sometimes there are children you can fall in love with because of their
pure sexuality. It's because they don't realise that they are so sexy."

American actress Leelee SobieskI (17)

    ["Joan of Arc", "Eyes Wide Shut", "Deep Impact", "Never been
    kissed", "A soldier's daughter never cries", "A Horse for Danielle"]

    Interview in New Zealand magazine "Pavement",
    issue 39, Feb/March 2000

Here are some snippets  of that interview:

[?] Going back to _Eyes Wide Shut_. You play a total nymphet in that
film. Where you asked to audition for Adrian Lyne's remake of Nabokov's
_Lolita_?

LS: I was too young. I was 14. I didn't do anything in that Kubrick
film. Adrian Lyne is a wonderful director too. I really loved his
_Lolita_. I met him a few months ago and I really like him a lot.

[?] How do you feel yourself about that older man's fascination for
pre-pubescent girls?

LS: Um I think it happens all the time even with really good men. And I
think it's not so much fascination as, like, 'Oh look, there's a young
girl.' Sometimes there are children you can fall in love with because of
their pure sexuality. It's because they don't realise that they are so
sexy. Sometimes little kids can be like adults, in a way. Like little
women or little men. You can see a little boy of maybe four years old
and you can think: 'There's a gorgeous little man'. And you can be
fascinated and in love with this little boy because he's so astounding.
But whether you'd do anything sexual with the little kid is the serious
thing. You can be in love and fascinated as long as you'd never do
anything to hurt anybody.

[?] You can also turn it around as well and wonder why younger boys and
girls might be attracted to older men and women.

LS: If you're the sort of person that feels that no one accepts or love
you, then, all of a sudden, this older person comes along and tells you,
you're wonderful, you're great, you're really special... That can be
really enchanting .'Wow! This person who knows the world and has read a
lot of books and stuff thinks that I'm really smart too.' I think
there's a little bit of that. The film I'm working on now is kind of a
love story between a girl of 18 and a man of 50.

[?] What's it called?

LS: _My First Mister_ (http://us.imdb.com/Title?0206963). But nothing
sexual ever happened. They sleep in the same bed alongside each other.
Well, something _kind_ of sexual... While he's sleeping, she grabs his
hand and puts it on her breast but you don't really see and he wakes
up and he's shocked and he runs away. But it's just kind of her...

[?] Do you believe in the absolute importance of great works of
literature like _Lolita_ that provoke and challenge people's
complacency or conservatism?

LS: Oh, I love that book! It just makes you feel so dirty! Anything that
twists your mind and makes you feel guilty when you read it... You have
pleasure in how well it's written and the language and then how twisted
the story is. I mean, in twisted things, there's always a little bit of
pleasure. And if somebody sees you and you're smiling, you feel really
bad, you feel really guilty!

[end]

'Christin'
--------------------------------------------------------------------------




'de buitenlander' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

'Daveboy' and 'Bandersnatch' wrote lots on Gary Glitter (too much even to
start quoting here: sorry)

Well, I am a fan of Gary's (he's brilliant, live) and have been since the
early 1970s.  I never liked Alvin Stardust though, especially the dumb way
he used to hold the microphone.  He's still doing the rounds, I
understand...  Anyway, I wrote to Gary in prison before Christmas, simply
expressing my support and solidarity.  I had a note from his solicitor
saying that he'd received the letter and appreciated the support, although
Gary never replied personally.  Thanks for the update: it's not too easy to
get this sort of info over here in the flatlands (Netherlands, for those
who don't know).

The thread develops: should we write to prisoners convicted of non-violent,
consensual "crimes" (i.e. breaking their country's law but not our moral
code)?  Should we try more open publicity?  What success would that
guarantee?  The arguments get a bit circular, and well out of the scope of
this discussion forum (use IPCE, danpedo, CLFS, etc).  All the sites I have
listed above are public sites.  So is Fresh Petals.

So why is the message not getting across?  Society likes a scapegoat.
Manifestos (manifesti??) are fine, but we have to achieve consensus and we
have to stick with it.  A manifesto of sorts has appeared on danpedo
recently, and it seems to be a re-hash of the excellent (but now sadly
defunct) "The Pedophilia/Pedophile Education Web Site".  If anyone wants a
copy (Word 6), mail me.  You know where to find me at danpedo.

I agree with the idea of the subtle approach, and your conclusions as to
how on earth we get there.  Maybe we don't, and just accept our isolation?
Who indeed knows? Setting up and maintaining a website is a full-time job,
and there are plenty of sites already.

OK Ianthe, here endeth the political rant, but thanks for re-issuing the
editorial.  Glorious.

--

Things have been relatively quiet for me in the last few months since I
posted.  I see my sweetheart Alexa when I can.  In fact I saw her three
days ago, when I was "conveniently" walking past her school just when the
children were going home.  It took some nice excuses (all plausible) to
explain to her father why I was there, nine hundred kilometres away from
where he thought I was!  I was legitimately in town for a conference, but
did some deft re-scheduling of my afternoon's activities.  Anyway, the look
on her father's face was wonderful when Alexa ran fully 50 metres and gave
me a huge running hug and kiss.  She has just lost her two front teeth, and
has plenty more "wobblies".  She has the most exquisite lisp which makes
me go all weak at the knees.  No baby-sitting this time round, but I did
take her bowling and swimming on Saturday morning, and we always take the
family cubicle at the pool :-)  Love is a many splendid thing and I do some
bloody daft things when I'm in love (like, er, volunteering for a very
boring three day conference just so that I could see my sweetheart...)

--

I like Moomin's idea of Alice Day.  It does have a nice ring to it, even
though it doesn't have that in-your-face appeal that Pedo Prode day has
(can we sort out the spelling, btw? UK English or US English?  I hold my
Latin O-level certificate very dear, you know...)

No-one answered a question I posed some time ago: why April 25th?


Kind regards,

'de buitenlander'
---------------------------------------------------------------------------



'Easy Rider'
------------------------------------------------------------------------

To "Everybody needs love", I met an 11 yr. old at a nudist camp in Europe a
number of years ago. She was so friendly I suggested we exchange addresses.
We did so right there at the pool. I remember writing my address on a piece
of paper on her nude back. A year of two later she wrote to me and we have
corresponded ever since.  Well, she's 20 now, is living with a boy friend
but still writes. Maybe someday she'll have a little girl and I'll get to
play with her, too.

I have been recently corresponding via email with a woman I met on the
internet. I have told her a lot of stories about my past loves, which
include several  teenage girls, when I, myself, was already over 28 years
old and supposed to "know better." From there I progressed to telling her
of other experiences with younger girls,  such as nude, night swim parties
and other encounters, and have shared more with her than I dared with any
other woman. I have expressed to her my attraction to lgs, and have gently,
slowly revealed my nature to her.  She has responded with grace and
acceptance.

My orientation leans ultimately toward a father-daughter relationship with
all the intimacy that that can and should entail. Although I will probably
never be a father, I really think all the searching I have done in the lg
world is, at bottom, a search for the daughter I never did, or will, have.
I discussed a situation with her where a former girl friend who is now
married came to visit, bringing her little girl,  with whom she let me be
as intimate as any father ever was with his daughter. It was heaven. I
allowed all these experiences and thoughts to flow to my new friend.

Recently this internet friend of mine posted the following entry in a
public forum. I have included it here because I think it is important to
know that there _are_ women out there, who , although themselves not lgl
lovers per se, can and do understand a man who loves young girls and is
attracted to them in every way.  This woman has young daughters of her own,
and has not hesitated to send me pictures of them or share stories with me
about them.

She wrote:

I was waiting for my daughter to get out of school when I spied a man and
his daughter in my  mirror. The situation caught my eye because they were
standing    on the sidewalk, not in any hurry to get in their car which was
nearby with the door open. It was odd to me that they didn't get in the
car, so I decided they must have been waiting for someone.

She was all of 6 or 7. He was all dad. They were talking to each other eye
to eye. Standing at about 6'2" or so, he had to bend way down to look at
her angel face and talk to her where they stood. He smiled and said
something, kissing her forehead. She smiled back and said something. He
touched her hair and brushed it aside to see her eyes. She giggled and
showed him some school papers. He said something then kissed her cheeks,
her nose, her lips.

He picked her up and she melted in his arms like butter. She hugged his
neck tight, her legs dangling like a rag doll. He twirled around slowly
with her in his arms, and danced softly in the sunlight. I felt as if my
heart would burst.

The person they were waiting for walked out from wherever she was in the
school. I decided this person was his former wife because she never looked
directly in at him, just brushed by and walked around the car, getting in
the driver's seat. How symbolic, I thought.

She ignored dad and child for a couple of minutes while she shuffled some
things around in the car. When she was "ready" she made it clear it was
time to go.

He placed his daughter in the passenger seat and closed the door. Daughter
opened the window and extended her arms. She hugged his neck again and
kissed his face all over. They said their goodbyes and he watched as his
daughter disappeared around the corner in the car.

I have very few regrets in my life. The regrets I consistently recall are
those when I made a conscious choice not to say something that I wanted to
say or act on something I felt needed to be acted on.

That said, I didn't think twice about getting out of my car and approaching
the man. He was already in his car, ready to leave.

Waiving at him, "Excuse me." His window came down. "I just need to say
something to you, I hope you don't mind."

"No, go ahead."

"I've been a bit of a voyeur since I arrived. I've been watching you and
your daughter for the last few minutes and I just want you to know how very
lucky she is to have you in her life."

He extended his hand and held mine. That's when I recognized him. Yes, of
course... the softest, most beautiful hands you can imagine. "Thank you.
Thank you," he said, teary eyed. He tried to get some words out, but it
wasn't easy. He was a bit choked up.

I then relayed a story about a wonderful man I know (she refers here to me,
although how 'wonderful' I am is open to question), whose fondest desire is
to have a daughter one day. He would love her and cherish her just as this
man did his daughter.

"What you have with her, that's what it's all about. You are such a good
man and a wonderful father." I almost started crying because I could tell
he hasn't been told this nearly enough.

I wish I had mentioned that I have  daughters who have never had an
interested father in their lives, just so he would know there are people
out there who appreciate the beauty in a man like him.

Here's to all the beautiful fathers who cherish their children.
You're my heroes.

'Easy Rider'
------------------------------------------------------------------------
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  [ Press-cuttings round-up ]


* UK: _Police crime figures 'pure rubbish' - says committee_
* Australia: _Govt must stop vigilantes "outing" sex offenders_
* UK: _No places to treat sex offenders, judge told_
* New Zealand: _Inquiry likely as Ellis vows to fight on_
* USA: _Agencies for youth get tips on identifying pedophiles_
* UK: Research: _Teenagers' anorexia 'caused by anxious mothers'_
* USA: Research: _Demand for 'the pill' rises - as acne fighter_
* Australia: Censorship: _Down Under Smut Goes Up Over_
* UK: Media: _Cook Report faked crime scenes_
* UK: Security: _Is Big Brother already watching us?_
* USA: Legal: overview of "penile plethysmography" cases
* USA: Security: _Netscape ships strong crypto to anywhere in the world_
* USA: Japan: _New 'false key' crypto technique_
* USA: Feature-article in Salon: _Is this child pornography?_
Book review
Book note



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

January 26th 2000

_Police crime figures 'pure rubbish' - says Parliamentary Committee_

HALF the crime-fighting statistics produced by the police
are "pure rubbish", a senior Conservative MP suggested
yesterday.  David Davis, chairman of the influential
Commons Public Accounts Select Committee, also condemned as
a disgrace the current system of scrutinising the figures,
of which he is a key part. A new way of monitoring that
would be more accountable to Parliament was urgently
needed, he said.

Singling out chief constables for the brunt of his
criticism, Mr Davis, a former Foreign Office Minister, said
50 per cent of police performance figures over the last
decade had been "pure rubbish because of the behaviour of
some police officers, chief constables, in changing the
system to give the outcome they want".

The practice of encouraging defendants to confess to dozens
of other offences in return for reduced sentences made the
statistics meaningless, Mr Davis told the select committee.

--

[ Just to refresh your memory... ]

from The Guardian newspaper, March 18th 1999

[ Extracts from a _long_ article over several broadsheet
  pages... ]

_Revealed - how police fiddle crime figures_

Police forces across the country have been taking part in a
huge fiddle in which they have pretended to detect tens of
thousands of crimes and have wiped from the records a mass
of other petty crimes, a Guardian investigation has revealed.

[...] Evidence emerged after the most senior operational
detective in the county [Nottinghamshire] logged a formal
complaint that his entire senior command was guilty of
"organisational dishonesty".

[...]

Other officers had logged phoney detections for serious
offences such as rapes and sexual assaults on children.

[...]

According to the official Nottinghamshire police figures
for 1996, their detectives cleared up 98.6 percent of
all rapes in the county.  When the Bedfordshire team
looked closer they found that 60 percent of rape detections
across the force failed to stand up to scrutiny.  With
indecent assaults it was even worse - 75 percent of them
collapsed under inspection.  Armfuls of sexual offences
had been written off as DNFPA [Detected - No Further
Police Action], crashing through the Home Office
requirement for evidence to justify a charge.

[...] this is not a story about Nottinghamshire.  The [1992
Home Office] performance indicators which drove them into
malpractice apply to all 43 police forces in England and
Wales.  According to reports by HM Inspectors, more than half
of those forces lack the necessary audit systems to ensure that
the targets are reached in an ethical fashion.  The monitoring
of the Home Office and HM Inspector of Constabulary has never
exposed the malpractice, even in those forces where officers
have subsequently been disciplined for their part in it.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
-----------------------------------------------------------

1st February 2000

_Govt must stop groups "outing" sex offenders_

BRISBANE - Civil libertarians today called on the Queensland
Government to take action against a vigilante group which
"outed" a convicted sex offender at the weekend.

The Queensland Council for Civil Liberties said the group,
calling itself MAKO - the Movement Against Kindred Offenders
- letterboxed 500 houses in the Brisbane suburb of Corinda
last Saturday.

Council vice-president Terry O'Gorman said the action
effectively outed the existence and whereabouts of a
convicted sex offender and provided a telephone number
for residents to call if they wanted the exact location
and name of the offender.

Mr O'Gorman said the council had sent a submission to
Attorney-General Matt Foley asking him to amend stalking
laws so people could be protected from the harassment
activities of groups such as MAKO.

Mr O'Gorman also questioned whether the information obtained
by MAKO was an instance of unauthorised access to police
or corrective services data bases, a matter which he has
asked the Criminal Justice Commission (CJC) to investigate.

"We would ask that an investigation be conducted as to
the source of MAKO's information to establish whether it
does represent either official misconduct by persons
within the Queensland Police Service or the Department
of Corrective Services or other criminal conduct,"  Mr
O'Gorman said in a submission to the CJC.

MAKO founder Peter Morell was quoted in today's Courier-Mail
newspaper as saying the organisation had notified 42
communities in New South Wales, Victoria, the ACT and South
Australia in the past 18 months, identifying 35 individual
paedophiles.

Mr Morell could not be reached for further comment and
Queensland Attorney General Matt Foley was said to be
unavailable.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_No places to treat sex offenders, judge told_

28th January 2000

Proposals by Britain's most senior judge, the Lord Chief
Justice, Lord Bingham of Cornhill, to impose prison-based
compulsory treatment orders for sex offenders were thrown
into doubt yesterday after another judge was told in
court that there were no places available to treat a
convicted paedophile.

Judge David Selwood, hearing the case at Portsmouth Crown
Court, criticised the lack of prison resources after being
told that there was a six- month waiting list to treat
sex offenders.

Judge Selwood said he was left with "limited options" and
would have to remand [the defendant] in custody while he
waited for a vacancy.  He said: "I deprecate the fact that I
am placed in this position and I am placed in this position
because of a lack of resources." Judge Selwood added: "I am
not going to let this man out on the streets without
treatment, and if it comes to a custodial sentence, I am
going to keep him inside for as long as I feel the Court of
Appeal will allow me."

While Judge Selwood was making his comments, Lord Bingham
was demanding greater powers for courts to order that
violent criminals and sex offenders should undergo
treatment programmes while in jail. Anyone who refused the
treatment should have to face a longer term of
imprisonment, Lord Bingham told an international probation
conference in London.

But the National Association for the Care and Rehabilitation
of Offenders (NACRO) said that the lack of resources,
highlighted in the Wyer case, meant that a rash of new
orders would only add to the prison crisis.

Paul Cavadino, NACRO's director of policy, said: "With its
current resources, the Prison Service can only provide
treatment programmes to a fraction of the prisoners who
could benefit from them. This is largely the fault of Lord
Bingham's colleagues. Judges and magistrates have increased
their use of prisons so sharply in recent years that many
prisons are now too overstretched to provide rehabilitative
regimes."

-----------------------------------------------------------



New Zealand:
-----------------------------------------------------------

3rd February 2000

_Official inquiry likely as Ellis vows to fight on_

CONVICTED child molester Peter Ellis vowed to continue
the fight to clear his name yesterday as he walked free
from prison to the news that an inquiry might be held into
his case.

Saying he was "delighted" that Justice Minister Phil Goff
had indicated there would now be some sort of inquiry,
Ellis told a packed press conference in Christchurch that
there was no abuse of pre-school children at the
Christchurch Civic Childcare Centre creche.

"I do believe that, despite all that's happened, justice
will prevail, " he said.

"Because I have been released from prison the fight to
clear my name does not stop, not till my name's cleared and
the truth's out.

"For seven years I have had to sit in silence... from
today I will stand with (my supporters) and fight."

With his mother, Lesley, and his closest supporters,
Winston Wealleans and Roger Keys, watching closely, he had
just negotiated the first real pressure to be faced after
being freed from Paparoa Prison, without fanfare, at 7am.

Wearing a fawn jumper and slacks hurriedly bought by his
mother for the occasion, and sporting an unexpected
ponytail, he at first looked nervous but his voice
strengthened as he continued. Ellis read a prepared
statement. His first day of freedom, he said, was one
of mixed emotions.

"After being in prison for seven years I wasn't sure I
could express my feelings without writing them down," he
said.

"For the last few years I have had to rely on others to
speak for me."

Ellis praised his band of loyal supporters and the public
of New Zealand that had believed in him.

He also singled out parents of the creche children -- and
creche staff -- who had stood by him.

But he saved his biggest thanks for his mother, Lesley,
"who has given the last eight years of her life".

"I feel she has served that sentence with me," he said,
looking tearfully toward her.

Ellis's lawyer, Judith Ablett Kerr, QC, said it seemed as
if a commission of inquiry would now take place. "I am
going to meet the minister tomorrow (this afternoon) in
Wellington."

He was suspended in 1991 after a child at the creche
reported an alleged incident to his mother, although
no charges resulted.

By late 1992, however, the charges had spread and
he was facing the 45 counts of sexual abuse. Sticking
of needles and sticks into private parts were among
the first of the charges levelled against Ellis. But
there was no physical evidence to support these, and
no-one noticed anything amiss at the time.

16 convictions were eventually secured, but they remain
widely questioned.

Four of Ellis' female colleagues were also charged with
sex abuse. It was alleged creche workers had run the
centre as their own private harem, forcing children into
committing horrific sex acts and indulging in what
sounded like satanic rites.

Charges against the female creche workers were later
dropped, and Ellis's cause was boosted when one of
the pre-school children withdrew her allegations in
July, 1994.

A campaign was mounted to free him as concern deepened
about the interviewing techniques used to extract
evidence from the children.

Other investigations alleged improper relationships
between police and some parents, jury members and
complainant parents, and suggestions that other
children had recanted.

Supporters like Winston Wealleans started doubting
Ellis's guilt from the day his wife, Jenny -- also a
creche worker -- was questioned by police.

"Along with the women from the creche, Peter was being
accused of some dreadful things," he said. Every week it
got worse and worse. At first I thought 'what a dirty
bastard, he deserves a punch on the nose'.

"Then I realised I'd heard almost the same things being
alleged on television a year before" in a celebrated
American case of false accusations of child abuse. "I
could see Ellis was getting shafted."

Meanwhile, Ellis declined earlier parole opportunities
because he felt that would imply he accepted his guilt,
amid growing public skepticism and media inquiry into the
way he was convicted.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

14th January 2000

_AGENCIES FOR YOUTH GET TIPS ON IDENTIFYING PEDOPHILES_

The Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater St. Louis is
sharing with five child service organizations ways to help
keep pedophiles away from children served by the agencies
serve.

[...]

 James suggested that the groups interview family members
and friends and examine the childhood backgrounds of
potential volunteers. They also should search for criminal
backgrounds and extensively interview the applicants, she
said.

 Those screening volunteers who want to work with children
should pay special attention to "red flags" - indicators
that child service groups should use to weed out potential
pedophiles, James said. Those "red flags" include:

 * Does the potential volunteer spend most of his or her
time with children?

 * Does the candidate have a physical profile for the child
with whom he hopes to be matched, for example, a blond,
blue-eyed 13-year-old boy?

 * Is the candidate overly eager about becoming a child
volunteer?

 * Is the volunteer buying overly expensive gifts, such as
a camera, for the child?

 * Is the volunteer doing activities such as swimming with
the child every time he or she sees them?

 James said "yes" answers to those questions should give
pause for most of the child service agency screeners. She
said that if such behavior cannot be adequately explained,
the volunteer should not be working with children.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK: research:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Tuesday _1 February_ 2000

_Teenagers' anorexia 'caused by anxious mothers'_

MOTHERS who are over-anxious when their daughters are
infants may contribute to the development of anorexia in
the teenage years, research suggests today.

But the "paranoia parenting" may be rooted in justifiable
anxiety since the research has found that a
disproportionate number of the mothers of the anorexic
teenagers had previously lost a baby. These mothers tended
to exclude fathers from the care of the baby and to suffer
more distress when they left their daughters at nursery for
the first time.

Dr Philip Shoebridge, consultant child psychiatrist, North
Bristol NHS Trust, said yesterday: "These mothers may still
be suffering from the effects of unresolved loss. One of
the issues that arises is that they find it hard to let go
of their children in early adolescence and find it
difficult to allow the child to become increasingly mature".

Dr Shoebridge says in the British Journal of Psychiatry
that six, or 15 per cent, of the mothers had experienced a
perinatal or infant death before the birth of the daughter
who later developed anorexia, compared with only 2.5 per
cent of a group of matched control families. Overall, 25
per cent of the families had had some form of loss of a
baby or pregnancy as opposed to 7.5 per cent of the
controls. In all but one of these cases the girl with
anorexia was the next-born female child.

The losses included miscarriage, late miscarriage, late
abortion, stillbirth, a premature baby who survived for
five minutes and a cot death. For the study, 40 cases of
anorexia in girls were chosen. The mothers and fathers were
interviewed. More information came from medical notes. The
anorexic girls had an average age of 16.9 years and had
been ill for about 15 months.

Dr Shoebridge says that 37.5 per cent of the mothers of the
anorexic girls estimated that they provided more than 95
per cent of the baby and infant care to the near exclusion
of the fathers, compared with 12.5 per cent of the control
group.

Another sign of their worry about their daughters was that
the girls were likely to be a lot older, 15 as opposed to
11, when they were allowed to spend their first weekend
away, in the care of other adults. Overall, 57.5 per cent
of the mother of the girls with anorexia registered two or
more "high concern factors" compared with 15 per cent of
the control cases.

-----------------------------------------------------------

  [ Interesting, in relation to the widespread fixed
    belief - among feminist 'survivor' circles and some
    therapists - that girls' anorexia is a direct
    symptom of sexual abuse. ]



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Demand for 'the pill' as acne fighter boosts Ortho
Tri-Cyclen sales_

January 30th 2000

Demand for one brand of "the pill" is soaring, with a
little help from sales to girls who want it to serve
as more than a contraceptive.

Sales of Johnson & Johnson's Ortho Tri-Cyclen contraceptive
pill have tripled in the last three years, making it by far
the No. 1 brand, partly because it is the only oral
contraceptive that also may be sold as an acne fighter.

The Food and Drug Administration gave Johnson & Johnson the
right to sell Ortho Tri-Cyclen for acne in 1997 after
studies found it helped clear the skin of more than 80
percent of girls who took it.

Medical ethicists doubt the double-duty pill is encouraging
more young girls to have sex, but one says it may help them
provide a smoke screen for their parents - allowing them to
claim they want the drug for acne when their real aim is
protection from pregnancy.

"Sex and lying have a long history of association," said
Arthur Caplan, director of the Center for Bioethics at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Johnson & Johnson has exploited the pill's pimple-fighting
ability with magazine ads promoting Ortho Tri-Cyclen as a
"beauty aid".

-----------------------------------------------------------




Australia:
-----------------------------------------------------------

2nd February 2000

_Down Under Smut Goes Up Over_

SYDNEY, Australia -- When the law shows up, relocate.
That's been the strategy followed by pornography Web site
www.teenager.com.au.

It promptly relocated its content to U.S.-based Web servers
last month after receiving orders from the Australian
government to take down sexually explicit material from its
Australian-based Web site.

The take-down order against www.teenager.com.au is one of
four made by the Australian Broadcasting Authority since 1
January, when a new law went into effect to limit
unrestricted access to obscene and indecent online content.

In the case of www.teenager.com.au, Web surfers are now
merely bounced forward to fast servers in the United
States, beyond the reach of Australian authority.

"Technically, they have complied with the take-down notice
we issued," ABA special projects manager Stephen Nugent
said.

In reality, say opponents of the law, they just upgraded
to a faster US server. The move underscores the futility
of efforts to control online content in an era of
mouse-click regulatory arbitrage.

"Instead of being driven underground, these sites are
merely being driven overseas," said Robbie Swan, spokesman
for the Eros Foundation [http://www.eros.com.au/] ,
Australia's Canberra-based adult industry lobby group.
"The law is terribly flawed."

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK: TV journalism:
-----------------------------------------------------------

[ Relevant because of Cook's various shabby TV exposes of
  paedophilia, etc. ]

January 30th 2000

_Cook Report faked crime scenes_

  BRITAIN'S biggest independent television company has been
rocked by revelations of faked crime scenes in its flagship
investigative programme.

A 50-minute *Cook Report* special on motor vehicle crime
in Britain, showed a man who appeared to be organising the
theft of a motorbike.

But the alleged thief was only persuaded to "steal" the
bike by Nigel Fielden - a Cook Report employee working
behind the scenes on documentary.  Fielden has a criminal
record for drug-running. Another Cook Report employee, Ron
Sutton, has a criminal conviction for wounding and abduction.

They were hired as "fixers" for the series. Both men drive
company cars and receive salaries. Neither has ever
received any formal journalistic training in how to conduct
an investigation.

The revelations come at an unwelcome time for The Cook
Report, which is under scrutiny by Carlton Television, the
programme's makers, over other allegations of unethical
behaviour. Mike Morley, a Cook Report senior executive
has been suspended following a complaint by Steve Scott,
a producer on the show.

Created in 1987, The Cook Report has been praised for
exposing computer pornography and the ivory trade - and
lambasted for cheap stunts.

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK: security:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Feb 2000

_Is Big Brother already watching us?_

[...]

         There are those 400,000 closed-circuit TV cameras,
ceaselessly probing our streets, shops, pubs, stadiums, car
parks, stations, roads and parks. In the curious art form
of spying on innocent people, Britain leads the world - and
that is an achievement which our Home Secretary is not
going to relinquish. Last November he pledged 150 million
UKP to extend this vast surveillance network. This week he
conjured another 33 million UKP for the same purpose.

You are now likely to be captured on CCTV camera 500 times
a week. No legislation governs this operation (frequently
by private companies on behalf of local councils) or
controls what happens to the tapes. A man whose attempted
suicide was captured on his local council's CCTV was aghast
to see his passing moment of despair broadcast for the
edification of millions on BBC TV without his consent.

The Home Secretary and police love CCTV because it is said
to reduce crime dramatically (a claim that yesterday's
crime figures, and several independent research papers,
do not support). And the latest cameras are very smart.
Some can recognise facial characteristics, or target those
of a certain skin colour, or alert security staff to "deviant
conduct", which may mean a person who walks round a park in
a different direction from everyone else.

And they can be hidden anywhere. Last month the Environment
Agency - a quango not immediately associated with high-tech
surveillance techniques - boasted that it had concealed a
tiny camera in a discarded Coke can (at a cost of 3,500 UKP)
to catch people dumping rubbish. Good grief, what next? Spy
satellites to detect schoolchildren snogging [kissing]
behind the cycle shed?

Surveillance in the workplace is now common, particularly
to see how long employees spend in rest areas or the
washroom. A sensible precaution to stop company time being
wasted or a paradise for voyeurs? Well, you know your
company's security guards better than I do. The only
certain thing is that you won't know where they have hidden
the cameras. But look up the online shopping website of a
company called Security and More if you want a few clues. I
was particularly intrigued by its "covert camera hidden
inside a non-functioning thermostat" (a snip at $280), if
only because I seem to have acquired a non-functioning
thermostat at home. I shall investigate it with a screwdriver
tonight.

[...]


Perhaps you received a mailshot recently from the
American bank Morgan Stanley, offering you a platinum card.
If you did, I don't expect you ploughed through the
(extremely) small print to the clause that read: "In
processing transactions, we may incidentally collect some
limited personal data about your racial or ethnic origin,
political opinions, religious or other similar beliefs,
physical or mental health, sexual life or criminal record.
You agree that we may use, disclose and transfer those
personal data as described in this Condition."

[ ... So be careful what books you buy with your card
on the internet. ]

----------------------------------------------------------



USA: legal:
----------------------------------------------------------

http://www.smith-lawfirm.com/Scientific_Evidence_Brief.html

_Evidence of Penile Plethysmography, Psychological Profiles,
Inventories and Other "Not a Pedophile" Character and
Opinion Evidence Offered on Behalf of a Defendant in a Child
Sexual Abuse Case is Inadmissible Under Daubert v. Merrell
Dow Pharmaceutical._

By Susan K. Smith, Atty.

Detailed article about USA legal cases which excluded
the admission of evidence gained from "penile plethysmography"
[ie: the "does someone get an erection when shown pictures of
nubile preteens by the police doctor" technique, of very
dubious scientific value.]

----------------------------------------------------------



USA: security:
----------------------------------------------------------

31st January 2000

_Netscape ships strong crypto to anywhere in the world_

PARIS - After a long battle with the computer industry,
the Clinton administration has finally dropped its export
ban on strong encryption technology, and Netscape
Communications Corp. has just begun offering a browser with
128-bit encryption for users outside the United States.

This major and much anticipated change in U.S. policy
means that Web sites that had been closed to non-U.S.
residents, such as many of those operated by financial
institutions, are now available. It also means that users
outside the United States can conduct electronic commerce
with essentially unbreakable codes.

 - Microsoft follows -

Microsoft Corp. has said that its Windows 2000 software,
due to be shipped in February, will have 128-bit encryption
for all users. Previously, 56-bit encryption was the
strongest that could legally be exported from the United
States. A malefactor bent on breaking a 56-bit code would
have one chance in billions of guessing the correct key.
But 128-bit encryption makes the problem 4.7 billion
trillion times harder, Netscape says.

 - FBI stymied  -

The FBI has repeatedly asked Congress to enact restrictions
on the use of cryptography so that it can keep track of
communications by criminals, and retain the ability to
tap into foreign commercial secrets.  But so far, privacy
advocates and civil libertarians have persuaded Congress
that that is not a good idea.

 - Where to download -

The Netscape browser is free and can be downloaded at
home.netscape.com/download. If you already use Netscape and
want to upgrade to the version with 128-bit encryption, go
to home.netscape.com/smartupdate.

-------------------------------------------------------------



USA; security:
-------------------------------------------------------------

27th January 2000

_New 'false key' crypto technique beats current standard_

TOKYO - A new cryptographic technique developed by NEC is
set to be unveiled during the Encryption and Information
Security Symposium in Japan this week.

Called Cipherunicorn-A, the technique creates a number of
false keys in addition to the true encryption key, making
it more difficult for potential intruders to crack.

***The current DES standard uses an encryption key which
could be cracked within a day***, the company notes.
Cipherunicorn-A conforms to the DES standard, but increases
it's effectiveness by adding layers of complexity to
frustrate potential crackers.

The technique is similar to "triple-key PGP". This creates
two private keys - one reveals a real message, while the
other "fake" key reveal a preset message such as, for
instance, an innocent nursery rhyme repeated many times.

-------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Feature article, in Salon, by James Kincaid:

http://www.salon.com/mwt/feature/2000/01/31/kincaid/index.html

_'Is this child pornography?'_

"Several speakers at an L.A. police seminar I attended a few
years back laughingly admitted that the largest collection
of child porn in the country is in the hands of cops, who
edit and publish it in sting operations."

-------------------------------------------------------------



Book review:
-------------------------------------------------------------

* The Rise and Fall of the American Teenager
Thomas Hine.  Bard Avon, $24

* Framing Youth: Ten Myths About the Next Generation
Mike Males.  Common Courage Press, $19


_Would America be a better place without teenagers?_

Author Thomas Hine thinks so, but he's far from a crotchety
misanthrope.  He believes that the American teen is already
an endangered species, a creature who may thrive in the
popular imagination but has slowly been abandoned by the
cultural forces that invented him.  One proof of this
abandonment is the stark contrast between the way teens view
themselves and the way that they are viewed: Nirvana's
"Smells Like Teen Spirit," the anthem of the early-nineties
grunge movement, was, among other things, a full-throated
refusal of "teens" to be labeled such.

Hine's latest book, The Rise and Fall of the American
Teenager, builds its argument from this basic premise that
the term "teenager" has become an insult used to mark
distance and distaste, a way for adults to take revenge
against a world of alternative and possibly baffling
livelihoods.  As Hine observes, the current generation of
young people rivals the Baby Boom in size, and far outstrips
it in ethnic diversity.  And so we need to move quickly
beyond what he calls, in a nod to Betty Friedan, our
"teenage mystique."  This mystique leads us to segregate
young people, away from the world of work, in a playpen of
consumer privilege.  It teaches us, more generally, that
teens are a "suspect class," expected to combust into
violence or wallow in a sulk.  And worst of all, Hine
argues, it denies young people the chance to prove their
maturity, while burdening them with the probationary
sentence that they are a problem in the making.

The Rise and Fall of the American Teenager begins with this
polemical depth charge one already seconded by education
reformer Leon Botstein but the book is less an indictment of
adult thick-headedness than a retrospective of young people
in America.  Hine sets out to prove that the teen
experience, far from being predetermined by hormonal energy,
is really driven by a "set of cultural
expectations" decisions about when and how people grow up,
what role young people play in the larger adult world, and
which resources should be devoted to them.  And so the bulk
of his incisive, if uneven, book traces the arc of these
expectations from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
when even young children were put to work, all the way
through the arrival of universal high school
education America's first comprehensive system of
age-segregation sixty years ago.  The tour is eclectic,
bouncing from Lowell "factory girls" to Joan Crawford's
flapper, from gem-like anecdotes to broad analysis of rifts
in the national class structure, but it is held together by
the strength of Hine's conviction.  Although The Rise and
Fall of the American Teenager works best as a synoptic
history, it is Hine's message Let kids be as grown up as
they want! that spikes the book with urgency and, it should
be added, an uncertain politics.

The teenager, Hine points out, is a relative latecomer to
the American scene.  In 1834, Alexis de Tocqueville noted
the absence of teen culture in early America, surmising that
"In America there is, in truth, no adolescence.  At the
close of boyhood, [the young American] is a man and begins
to trace out his own path."  Tocqueville may have scanted
the experience of girls, but his generalization had a truth
for both sexes before the Industrial Revolution.  Childhood
in the colonies and early national period was a lengthy,
nebulous period of dependence, marked by work on a family
farm, then apprenticeship in "housewifery" (for girls) or
artisanship (for boys); it ended only at the moment of
marriage.  Child labor, in Hine's words, was "not a social
horror but a simple fact of life," and the small fraction of
young people who attended academies the precursors of high
school fit their schooling around their work.

Young people didn't yet have high school, but they seized
other opportunities to prove themselves as adepts-at-large.
Hine rightly notes that, on the eve of the American
Revolution, half the population was under sixteen.  The
Revolution itself was fought for youthful ideals and, in
large part, by youthful bodies.  (The Boston Massacre, which
began when an apprentice wigmaker harassed an English
officer for defaulting on his bill, was an early instance of
the politics of youthful disrespect.)  In the antebellum
period, youths were eagerly marching in village militias,
demonstrating their prowess at quilting bees and
barn-raisings, and preaching as prodigies of the Second
Great Awakening, the antebellum religious revival that
whipped through the Northeast.  Yet these public displays of
self-control and self-fabrication were integrated into the
adult world of work and leisure, through the rituals of
church, state, and society.

Hine sees the turn of the twentieth century as a crucial
pivot: the coexistence of young and old was fatally upset by
a new institution, the high school, and a new ideology, the
developmental psychology of G.  Stanley Hall.  Hall revived
the term Tocqueville had no use for "adolescence" at the
very time that automation was pushing children out of the
workforce and into public education.  Both a gassy academic
and a profound original, Hall was the first social scientist
to isolate the period between twelve and seventeen years of
age, describing it as a stage of glossy promise and
uncertain menace.  His developmental theory, like much
turn-of-the-century talk about "civilization," was tinged by
Social Darwinism and its faith in racial supremacy: Hall
believed that the life-cycle of the individual recapitulated
human evolution, from the lowest "pigmoid" type (say, eight
to twelve years) to the higher Northern European races
(adults, naturally).  The recalcitrant adolescent was,
psychically speaking, stuck in the jungles of Africa.

Hall's psychology nicely dovetailed with the needs of a host
of Progressive reformers: educators who wanted to protect
immigrant children from the lure of street amusements;
juvenile justice reformers who hoped that young people could
be judged more leniently in return for a promise of
corrected behavior; union leaders who wanted child labor
laws to tighten the job market and raise prevailing wages.
Each party argued that certain reforms were in the best
interests of youth, who suddenly needed to be kept away from
remunerative toil and its evil twin, unstructured play.  The
high school became the preferred controlled arena for
youth's renegade impulses, and when the Great Depression
removed even working-class kids from the factory floor, it
became a nearly universal experience, an entitlement parents
came to expect for their children.

Yet for all the attempts to supervise youth, a distinct teen
culture began to flourish, driven largely by the egalitarian
principle that pleasure should be instantly, perhaps
constantly, available.  Youths were pioneers of consumer
culture, and continue to thrill to its breakneck cycle of
fashion and obsolescence from the shimmy, Charleston, tango,
and black bottom crazes of the 1920s to the hip-hop,
trip-hop, and electronica waves of the 1990s.  As Hine
points out, adults have played a steady role in this
alliance between teenhood and the taste market: the word
"teenager," after all, was first adopted by postwar
marketers and advertisers, who wanted to plumb the new
demographic.  (Teens now spend between $100 billion and $200
billion a year, depending on whether you count indirect as
well as direct purchases.)  But teens have always tugged in
the direction of their own autonomy.  The recent triumphs of
heavy metal, rap, and 'zines with names like Puberty Strike
and It Came from the Eighties are cases in point.

As Hine sets into this more familiar territory, the teen
culture fabricated on celluloid, vinyl, and now the
Internet, his book begins to coast.  He announces
provocatively that "dating" is an invention of the last
eighty years, but drops the point after a brief summary of
the Kinsey report findings on the matter.  His reports on
the recent rituals of teen life do little more than remind
us of the iconic presences of Andy Hardy, Gidget, and Richie
Cunningham.  Moreover, since Hine considers the period
between 1945 and 1965 as the "classic period" of the
American teenager, he only skims the teen world of the
seventies and eighties.  The book loses steam at the exact
moment when boomers like Hine turned twenty.

The greater challenge, however, comes at the book's
conclusion, when Hine sketches a "life after teenagers."  He
believes, rightly, that our current idea of adolescence as a
moratorium when young people explore themselves before
committing to a career was a byproduct of the
corporate-labor truce of the postwar period and the economy
it generated.  The teenagers of 1955 expected to dedicate
themselves to a job in a large, intricately managed
corporation, and they expected their employer to dedicate
itself to their well-being in return.

Nowadays, in the wake of factory relocations and workforce
"flattenings," neither employee or employer count on a long
term relationship, and young people in school suffer
psychological whiplash as a result.  They are told that they
need to be highly skilled but for what?  Many job
opportunities in the current economy (caring for the
elderly, working in retail) require expertise but not
necessarily much schooling; and the skills in demand may
fluctuate with the fast-paced cycle of industry boom and
bust.

To deal with this mess an obsolescent concept of teenhood,
an economy straining in new directions Hine has little in
the way of wonkish solutions.  He'd like us to recognize
that, while "adults want people in their teens to be
perfect," teens themselves would "rather be grown up."  And
being "grown up" means, for Hine, escaping the strictures of
high school, experimenting with adult pleasures, and finding
fulfillment in community service and paid work.  (Already 60
percent of American teens work, three times the average of
other advanced industrialized countries.)  Yet our current
expectations for teens stymie them; young people "are
exposed to all the violence and economic insecurity of the
society at large, but, unlike their predecessors, they have
few avenues for bearing real responsibility to improve their
situation."

The very scope of these problems begs for large-scale
solutions, and here Hine is held back by a confusion in his
definition of "teen culture" that chimerical beast that he
would like us to vaporize once and for all.  There is, on
the one hand, the teen culture that adults see when they
target the "problems of youth".  This is the teen culture
lambasted by politicians of every stripe and investigated by
social scientists of every persuasion the teen culture that
provokes campaigns against teen smoking and drug use.

Then there is the teen culture that is not an object of study
but a breathing subject with a life of its own: the culture
made by teens themselves, the "temporary autonomous zone" (as
the name of a New London club has it) where young people
collaborate on the rules of decorum, the hierarchies of
taste, and the meaning of the community.  In his brief for
the "fall of the teenager," Hine is too mild on the harmful
effects of the first phenomenon our tendency to scapegoat
young people while underestimating the creative, even utopian,
elements of the second.

The power of the adult-generated "teenage mystique," as
sociologist Mike Males points out, is not simply
metaphysical adults distancing themselves from young people
and vice versa.  Previously in The Scapegoat Generation
(1996), and now in Framing Youth, Males dissects both the
much-hyped and the tacit campaigns against youth, describing
as he goes the mystique's more punishing side: how baby
boomers and the elderly have not only blamed the young for
larger social difficulties, but also systematically de-funded
them.  We've plugged for late-adulthood benefits Social
Security, the mortgage-interest deduction, the slashing of
property taxes while divesting in schools, parks, job
training centers, and other institutions that benefit young
people.  We take it as a given that poor neighborhoods will
have poorly funded schools, and that "the poorer kids of the
future will be employed in service jobs which are sporadic,
temporary, advancement-doubtful and benefit-free."

The stark upshot of these priorities: Americans over age
forty enjoy the highest real incomes in the nation's history
and the lightest tax burden of any developed nation;
meanwhile child and youth poverty has risen by 60 percent in
the last twenty years, so much so that the United States has
the highest child and youth poverty rate in the industrial
world.  Since the elderly represent the future of
individuals, while young people represent the future of
society, it would be hard to find more compelling evidence
of the creeping self-interestedness at the heart of American
politics.  Males ruefully notes that this antipathy to the
young is driven by ideology, not by actual upturns in youth
violence or drug abuse.  According to FBI statistics, an
older generation (those between thirty and fifty years old)
is responsible for recent spikes in violent and drug-related
crimes.  And so dismantling the "teenage mystique" means
tackling the cultural compulsions behind it most strikingly,
our society's suspicion that the young and poor, who are
disproportionately black and brown, will not repay our
investment in them.

If teens are not, by and large, raping and pillaging, how
are they wiling away their time inside and outside of high
school?  Hine believes that young people pursue those
activities that give them a sense of competence whether they
are Lowell girls earning a living in the mills, hot-rodders
souping up a new machine, or contemporary teens taking jobs
in cafes.  "Competency" is a generous word that stresses
individual gain, self-possession, maturity; it carries a
whiff of the Marxist sense that human beings fulfill
themselves through their productive work.  But at the same
time that teens are building skills, they are also building
tastes and here Hine scants the aesthetic dimensions of the
teen subcultures crystallizing now around such leisurely
ephemera as 'zines, music, and clothes.  Where Hine sees a
divisiveness in the teen world's vast menagerie of cliques
and subcliques, many teens experience them, in 1980s cultural
anthropologist Angela MacRobbie's terms, as "modes of
empowerment."  Teens are attracted to the subcultures of,
say, hip-hop or graffiti because they help them to figure
out what they like what friends, fashions, slang and spaces
they want to adopt as their own and, by consequence, who
they are.

If we were more alert to this dimension of teen culture, we
might see that those baggy-jeaned rappers, those spraycan
crews, are not the problem but rather the makings of the
solution.  Partly, this is because these subcultures
represent teens helping themselves creating a community,
learning to manage the considerable pressures of urban
living, practicing arts of "styling" that bring pleasures,
confidence and respect.  Subcultures are the proving-grounds
of extracurricular education.

Just as crucially, though, youth subcultures have for the
rest of us a sneaky message: your work does not define you
as much as your sensibility, your taste, your keenness, your
cool.  Acid-house ravers shy away from the ice-breaking
question favored at cocktail parties "What do you
do?" because it would represent an absolute break of
decorum.  This ethic is more than soft-mindedness, an
evasion of the "awkwardness" of class difference; it is also
a worthy attempt, however constrained, to model an open
society.  And so while we must answer the hard questions
Hine and Males ask about education and tax policy, labor
supply and technological change, we should also approach
those questions informed by the spirit of rave, tagger, and
goth subcultures, which have a higher aspiration than many
policy analysts admit: not simply to make a living, but to
have a good life.

-------------------------------------------------------------



Extracts from article on the "porn made me do it" argument:
-------------------------------------------------------------

[...]

David Howitt has researched the question deeply, and he
writes that the "relationship between pornography, fantasy
and offending is unclear. Very little interest in child
porn was expressed by most of the paedophiles. Some of
the offenders expressed strong distaste for that sort of
thing although few had actually seen it.

"In none of the case studies in our research can be found
instances of individuals who had experience of pornography
of any sort prior to their early sexualisation. There is no
evidence that early exposure to porn was a cause of later
offending. Whilst some therapists see fantasy as part of an
escalating offending-cycle the direct evidence of this is
slight."

In his 1998 book Pornocopia, Lawrence O'Toole writes:

"There is a dread of the power of the image in Western
culture. This dread underlies a lot of discussions of child
porn, especially theories of escalation. The escalatory
model suggests that a person may come across images of
child nudity and might as a consequence develop paedophilic
tendencies. This version of events figures human sexuality
as deeply unstable, and pornography, particularly child
pornography, as a highly toxic substance that can cause
people to develop desires they would never have felt
otherwise.

[...]

"The call for children to be sexually informed to help
protect themselves can conflict with the dominant cultural
imaginings of childhood as a period of innocence. Childhood
innocence is arguably an adult projection".

Children general ignore conventional distinctions, such as
between the masculine and feminine, the oral and the anal,
say some sexologists such as American Leonore Tiefer. "As
long as the adult members of a society permit them to do
so, immature males and females engage in practically every
type of sexual behavior found in grown men and women." Says
Judith Levine, "Normal is a moral category. We really don't
know anything about normal children's sexual behavior."

Adult talk of childhood fills with longing for the things
that we gave up to grow up, "our lost potential selves,"
says Elizabeth Wilson, "our lost 'polymorphous-perverse'
sexuality."

[...]

-----------------------------------------------------------


Book note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Girls - The History of Growing Up Female in America_
by Penny Colman.  February 2000.  Girls; United States;
Social conditions.  ISBN: 0590371290.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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 [ Press-cuttings round-up ]


* Canada: _Feminist newspaper stripped of naked child_
* USA: _Case may take sex predator law before Supreme Court_
* USA: _Judge: Sex offender can be questioned in Ryce hearing_
* USA: _Florida Bill Would Ban 'Lewd' Cyber Smut_
* USA: _Thousands of sex offenders finally make it into database_
* France: _Catholic anti-sex extremists may be turning to terrorism_
* USA: _No good reason to break up family_
* UK: _Regulation of Investigatory Powers bill violates human
  rights law, say civil liberties campaigners_



Canada:
-----------------------------------------------------------

February 7th 2000

_Feminist newspaper stripped of naked child_

VICTORIA - A women's newspaper at the University of
Victoria (UVic) had to change its cover this week after
its printer refused to print a front-page photo of a
woman with her naked daughter.

Island Publishers, owned by British Columbia newspaper
baron David Black, refused to print a photo of a woman
baring her breasts over a black bodice, while her naked,
prepubescent daughter dances beside her.

The staff of the Womyn's Publication Netwerk voted to run
the photo taken by Vancouver artist Lincoln Clarkes.

But Jan McGee, Island Publisher's assistant press division
manager, says that she found the image of the girl
offensive.

McGee also said she was also was worried that printing
the photo on the cover might breach the 1993 amendment
of the Criminal Code - which makes illegal any written or
visual content that "advocates or counsels" sexual
activity with a person under the age of 18, or any person
portrayed to be under the age of 18.

The newspaper's publishers decided to place a black
box across the girl's body that read 'censored' to avoid
having to ship the newspaper off Vancouver Island to find
a printer who would agree to print it.

"As a university paper we just don't have those kind of
resources," said co-publisher Lisa Helps.

The newspaper chose the cover image for an issue dedicated
to discussing perspectives and experiences of sex and
sexual diversity.

Because the image of a mother and child veered away from
common images of sex, the newspaper collective thought it
would open up discussion about women's sexuality in a
feminist context, says Helps.

Other staff members at the newspaper are very critical of
their publisher.

"What [Island Publishers' reaction] says to me is that the
people at Island Publishers aren't willing to bring a
child's body outside the realms of pornography," said
co-publisher Jessica White. "I see the image as a beautiful
picture because of what I bring to it. Whereas Jan [McGee]
brings something different to it and therefore sees it
differently."

Hamar Foster, associate dean of UVic's Faculty of Law,
said he sympathizes with the paper, because he was in a
similar situation when he was in university.

Debby Yaffe, a professor in the Women Studies department,
says the image should have been left unaltered.

"They are using it to get a response and use that to
help women discuss their sexuality and representation
of women's bodies," she said.

-----------------------------------------------------------




USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Case may take sex predator law before Supreme Court_

February 11th 2000

Punishment or treatment? That is the question the United
States Supreme Court is being asked to decide in a
challenge to Washington state's sexual predator
confinement program.

If the Special Commitment Center at the state prison on
McNeil Island is found to be punishment, say lawyers for
Andre Brigham Young of Tacoma, he should be released
because already has served his sentence.

In their appeal of a 9th U.S. Circuit Court ruling,
lawyers for Washington state argue that the program is
treatment.

The case could affect the other 110 sex offenders in the
program, and a ruling by the high court could have
implications for the 16 states that authorize civil
commitment of those labelled 'sexual predators' after
they have completed their prison terms.

Young also should be barred from claiming he is being
held unconstitutionally, state assistant attorney general
Sarah Sappington said. She argued that if the program is
defective, the answer is more effective treatment.
Sappington said she did not know when the Supreme Court
would decide whether to hear the case.

In 1997, the high court ruled 5 to 4 that states can
detain people with 'uncontrollable sexual urges' in the
interests of public safety, but one of the five justices
in the majority wrote that the law would be
unconstitutional if the civil commitment constituted
retribution.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

5th February 2000

_Judge: Sex offender can be questioned in Ryce hearing_

WEST PALM BEACH -- When it comes to the Jimmy Ryce Act,
criminals' bedrock right to remain silent is no longer
absolute.

Convicted sex offenders who fall under the Ryce Act
can be questioned by prosecutors and their statements
can be used to detain them indefinitely for treatment,
a circuit judge ruled Friday.

The ruling was made in the case of Tywaun Jackson, one
of three Palm Beach County men who have challenged the
law's constitutionality, saying it violates due process
by keeping them locked up even though they have served
their prison sentences.

Jackson, of Pahokee, has been held at the Martin
Treatment Center in Indiantown awaiting a Feb. 22
hearing that would be the first so-called Jimmy Ryce
trial held in this county. The act says a sex offender
can be held indefinitely for treatment if psychologists
and a jury believe he continues to be a threat.

Circuit Judge Marvin Mounts said Friday he was
sympathetic to Jackson's dilemma. But Mounts ruled that
because his Ryce hearing is considered a civil matter,
not criminal, he is not shielded from being interviewed
by prosecutors. Jackson, 25, was convicted of molesting
a 6-year-old Belle Glade girl.

His attorney, Assistant Public Defender Peggy Natale,
said Jackson can still refuse to answer questions if
his answers might incriminate himself, but prosecutors,
under civil proceedings, could then ask a judge to
order a response or to find him in contempt of court.

Prosecutor Chuck Burton said he hoped to talk to Jackson
in the next two weeks, and may even put him on the stand
to bolster the state's case. Natale has promised plenty
of objections.

Public Defender Richard Jorandby's office has used the
cases of Jackson, Charles Durden and Marlin Leach to
challenge the law, saying it is a political ruse by
state legislators to continue imprisonment, not provide
treatment.

In September, another circuit judge, Virginia Gay Broome,
struck down the challenge, saying the conditions at the
Martin Treatment Center needed improvement but did not
impinge on the men's rights.

If Jackson is committed after his hearing, then Joranby's
office plans to appeal his case as well as Broome's
decision, Natale said. Allowing prosecutors to depose
Jackson is another example of the erosion of rights under
the law, she said.

If not stopped, the state could try to broaden its powers
under the law by going after others, such as alcoholics,
saying they pose a danger because they might drive drunk,
Natale said.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

_Florida Bill Would Ban 'Lewd' Cyber Smut_

February 7th 2000

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- A bill before the Florida Legislature
would criminalize posting "lewd or lascivious" material
that can be viewed by minors. The bill was approved
recently by the House Committee on Juvenile Justice.

The bill to ban "lewd and lascivious" material would impose
a criminal penalty against an offender who transmits such
material over an online service and has reason to believe
the material may be seen by anyone in Florida who is 16
or younger.

Assistant Statewide Prosecutor Thomas Sadaka, who wrote the
initial draft of the proposed statute, said the law
extend existing state law.

He said there is also a reporting mandate, similar to
current state law that requires the reporting of child
abuse. Computer repair technicians, system administrators
and Internet service providers who fail to report child
pornography on their systems could face misdemeanor
charges.

"This statute specifically spells out that if you discover
evidence of child pornography on a computer, either in
your role as a computer repair person or system administrator,
etc., you have a legal obligation to report that to law
enforcement. Failure to do so is a crime, and the false
report is also a crime."

But Chief Assistant State Attorney Jay Plotkin in Duval
County suggested that prosecutions under the proposed law
might be difficult due to the sharing of computers by many
people and the fact that various workers may toil with a
single machine.

Cecil Greek, an assistant professor of criminology at
Florida State University, said "State-enacted legislation
that involves crimes committed via the Internet is likely
to create nightmares to actually enforce. If the victim
and offender are not in the same state, a multistate
investigation will need to be initiated."

Because the proposed law that would mandate the reporting
of child pornography on a computer to authorities, Creek
questioned whether it's wise to make it a crime to not
report a crime.

"As to the mandatory reporting of seeing child pornography
on someone else's computer with a penalty for not doing so,
it is an extension of penalties for failure to take an
action such as good Samaritan laws," Creek said. "Do we
want to make it a crime not to report a crime? Would not
serious crimes like murders, robberies and assaults be more
in need of immediate reporting."

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

10th February 2000

_Thousands of sex offenders finally make it into state
database_

Minnesota - Police, prosecutors and judges throughout the
state will have access to 1,751 sex offenders conviction
records that were previously withheld because of incomplete
information, officials at the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension announced Wednesday.

The BCA also announced Wednesday that it plans to put more
than 10,000 registered sex offenders into a statewide
information system for police patrol officers this summer.
This will allow officers to check their police car computers
for sex offenders during every stop they make.

-----------------------------------------------------------



France:
-----------------------------------------------------------

9th February 2000

_Catholic anti-sex extremists may be turning to terrorism_

POLICE believe that a Catholic extremist may be responsible
for a parcel bomb sent to a pornography tycoon.

The explosives were contained in a box of chocolates
placed last weekend on Jean-Richard Fhal's canal barge at
Joinville-le-Pont near Paris. M Fhal, 53, is chairman of
Concorde, France's biggest publisher of legal pornographic
books, videos and magazines.

The box was opened by M Fhal's 26-year-old sister-in-law
who suffered serious injury to an arm and a hand. Her
two children, aged two and three, and a 19-year-old friend
were less seriously injured.

Police sources said that they were studying the possibility
that the bomb was planted by one of a growing number of
extremists who gravitate around the French Catholic Church.
Militants have staged violent demonstrations against
targets such as abortion clinics.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

February 11th 2000

_No good reason to break up family_

It was bound to come to this. Somebody was bound to get
ground up in the gears of this mad, unthinking nonsense.
And someone needs to say this:

Eusebio and Julianna Ibarra have done nothing to deserve
what the city of Northglenn is doing to them. They have
broken no laws, done nothing other than provide love, a
home and stability for three teenage sons who did break
the law.

The Ibarras' foster children, you see, are convicted sex
offenders. Go ahead, gasp. *Sex offenders.*  Under a new
law Northglenn passed last week, two of the boys must go.
Or the Ibarras risk losing their home altogether. Where is
King Solomon when you need him?

One sex offender per household, the city ordinance now
says. No exceptions.

The Ibarras do have a choice. They can thumb their nose at
the city and its order. But it'll cost them a $1,000 fine
*per day.*

They can refuse to pay. The cost: cops, arrests and
the possibility of up to 90 days in jail.

They can avoid it all by simply moving from the home
they've owned for 15 years, keeping intact a family that
includes one biological son and four foster sons. Exactly
where they might move is anyone's guess.

They would be breaking the law in city after city in metro
Denver. Laws identical to Northglenn's were enacted in the
wake of a much-publicized scare in Lakewood, where
residents learned last June that four pedophiles were
living and getting treatment in a group home on West
Warren Avenue.

The city quickly passed an ordinance, and kicked the sex
offenders out. Emboldened, other cities followed suit.
One offender per house. Pass out the yellow stars.

Superior and Aurora passed ordinances though they had not
received a single complaint.

The Ibarras -- and good for them -- have filed suit to
keep their kids and to protect their home. They lost on
Tuesday a federal court battle for a temporary restraining
order. They now face the $1,000 *a day* fine from the
city. Northglenn should be ashamed.

Defending sex offenders, I know, is such an unpopular
thing to do. Yet statistics show that one sex offender
in every three is under age 18.

I tend to look ahead. Who's next? I think. I know exactly
where all of the sex offenders in my neighborhood live.
I've written this before.

Am I concerned? You bet. Am I willing to destroy families
to soothe my fears? Not on your life.

Next will it be a group home for any people "we" simply
don't like - maybe those whose presence, well, might
lower property values if the word got out?

I envision colonies of the unwanted, all sitting on
the outskirts of town like the old shanty towns for
black slaves. Paedophiles here, AIDS sufferers there,
boozers, garden variety loners and assorted other pariahs
over yonder.

It'd be different if there was one allegation, a mere
whiff of impropriety. The Ibarras' sons have done nothing.
Where are the flag-wavers on this one, the people who gripe
incessantly of government intrusion into our lives, how
they'll someday want to take possession of what's ours, how
Big Brother should be stopped.

No, no one is rushing to the Ibarras' aid and defense
because their sons are *sex offenders*. Never mind, I
guess, that their boys have since done *nothing*, that
the couple merely seeks to do for them the right and
humanitarian thing we are all called to do.

Wait until the goverment comes for you and yours. Nah,
couldn't happen, you say? Tell that to Eusebio and
Juliana Ibarra.

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK: security:
-----------------------------------------------------------

10th February 2000

_Regulation of Investigatory Powers bill violates human
rights law, say civil liberties campaigners_

The government Thursday published the Regulation of
Investigatory Powers (RIP) Bill, branded "impossible"
by Internet campaigners for its potential human rights
conflicts.

The bill is designed to regulate the ad hoc measures that
police and security agencies in Britain are employing in
order to eavesdrop on members of the public. The most
controversial aspect of the bill is the recommendation
that law enforcers be given legal power to confiscate
keys required to decrypt encrypted computer communications,
a provision that also existed in the DTI's E-Commerce Bill.

Critics of the bill claim this measure could lead to the
punishment of innocent individuals. They point out that
under this ruling, anyone who is suspected of a
misdemeanour and has received an unsolicited encrypted
message could be subject to legal penalties for not handing
it over.

According to Casper Bowden of the Foundation for
Information Policy Research (FIPR), RIP is totally
unworkable and unjust: "The DTI jettisoned decryption
powers from its e-Communications Bill last year because it
did not believe that a law which presumes someone guilty
unless they can prove themselves innocent was compatible
with the Human Rights Act," he says. "This law could make a
criminal out of anyone who uses encryption to protect their
privacy on the Internet."

The clauses relating to the confiscation of decryption keys
are likely to land the government in all sorts of hot
water, says Bowden. He predicts that this issue could lead
to accusations of human rights abuse under forthcoming
European law: "Following the recent liberalisation of US
export laws, as tens of thousands of ordinary computer
users start to use encryption, a test-case looks inevitable
after the Human Rights Act comes into force in October."

Other civil libertarians agree with Bowden that the bill
appears to be little more than a renamed version of section
3 of the E-commerce Bill, rejected by the government last
year because of possible human rights violations.

Malcom Hutty, co-founder of Internet rights group Stand.org
is appalled by the approval of this bill. "It's pretty
horrifying," he says. "The DTI dropped this from the
e-commerce bill because it was clearly in breach of the
human rights bill. For the home office to take it up is
shocking."

Hutty foresees an Orwellian future in Britain if the bill
is enforced: "For them to have the capability to monitor
such a huge number of Internet users goes beyond normal
police work and amounts to mass surveillance."

In a tacit admission that the law may breach human rights,
the government has stated that it wants the bill passed
into law before the Human Rights Act comes into force in
October.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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'Brian' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

'Fairy Knight' wrote:
>I had a question for the group at large.  This is a little odd, and
>if it does not apply to you feel free to skip over this part.  I am
>currently practising an alternate religion, (specifically new-age
>pagan, eclectic not wiccan) anyone else here from a similar path?  I
>want to know what paths, if any, would support GL, and patrons as
>well.  And just to note, I draw the line at Cthuluism and the like!

Funny you should mention that, recently I was thinking along
similar lines.  Mainstream religion does nothing for me, at
least in part because the bullies in my school were all good
confirmed Christians.  I want to get into something a bit
more earth oriented, open minded and realistic.  And if
their idea of being closer to nature includes a more
refreshing approach to GL's than the norm, so much the
better.

> My brother teased me about my "proficiency with children and small
>animals."  He also teased me about my "little girl fetish."  He knows
>me way to well!  I think he suspects the full truth, one of three in
>the world who may. He's not the sort to rat though.

My older brother also knows of my GL side, and he's equally
hard case about it.  If he doesn't call me a "sick puppy" at
least once when we meet, there's something wrong.  Recently
he was giving me a hard time about Ducks while we were
travelling through the country, and what should we pass but
an Ostrich farm.  No prizes for what he hassled me about
next.

--

'Verdi' wrote:
>>Just a few days ago I was wallowing in 'single' mode and seriously
>>doubting I'd ever have another girlfriend after years alone, when a
>>13 y.o LG by the name of  R.  suddenly attached herself to me out of
>>the blue! She's the reason I've de-lurked here.

>I know.  This little incident was the reason I de-lurked myself after
>subscribing for a year.  Well, that and I wasn't sure exactly how
>the posting worked.  :o)

Formatting it properly is the fun part. The word-processing software
here has devolved since the last time on the ASGL-L list.

--

R. surprised me last night when her mother and I were
chatting on the web.  She jumped onto the keyboard and told me
how she was looking forward to seeing me the next time I was
in the area.  She's my relative's neighbour, and her mother
and our family have been friends for awhile so there's plenty
of reasons to visit.  Last week we chatted for ages, and her
mother laughed while I fed R. a Bounty bar left over from
work.  There's hardly any girls in the area her own age, so
she appreciates an older person paying attention to her as a
friend.  She was doing a homework assignment, and one of the
questions asked was "What do I hate the most".  She'd
written "My brother opening my bedroom door without knocking".

> I've said it before and I'll say it until the day I die: Almost
>every child I know is more intelligent and mature than most people I
>know my own age.  Could it be their curiosity compared with the "I
>know everything, and everyone who disagrees with me is wrong"
>attitude we see in most "normal" adults?

Another GL friend would also thoroughly agree with this.
One of his young friends has always been included in family
decisions since a young age, and he often commented on the
difference in her outlook and attitude to adults.  I'm also
convinced kids ARE far more discerning of character than
adults, it isn't until all the other social and parental
rules come into place that they develop all the additional
attitudes.  The irritating bratty behaviour people complain
about only seems to happen when they're with other teens and
when they can't relate to the adult present.

>I hope she's doing all right, though.  I'm so worried about her
>myself.  Even though I try to bury my feelings on the matter, I
>really do love her.  I don't want her to dislike her parents, you
>know, but I do hope (and I KNOW she's intelligent enough to do so)
>she realizes that her parents' flying off the handle at her is just
>as wrong as whatever they accuse me of doing.

I know exactly how you feel.  Even after 15 years I still
hope A.  is doing alright, and I hope she has a positive
memory of me despite what happened.  I know that in the
halls of Valhalla when we meet again, I'm going to have the
chance to talk to her again and the people around us will
have no doubts whatsoever that she's perfectly safe with me.

> I know she's never allowed to speak to me again, but I do hope her
>parents haven't drummed hatred for me into her head.  You know
>they'll try, not realizing the damage drumming any superficial thing
>into someone's head will do. So worried about her...

They can try, they'll even think they've succeeded but they
won't.  All you did was talk to her on her level, and in
return they literally gave her a prison sentence.  If you
see her again, nod to her or something to show you still
think of her and watch her body language.  Ten to one its
positive toward you, even if neither of you can talk.

>>That's just typical!... all that over something so minor.

>No pun intended, right?  :o)

You needed cheering up.  :-)

> We really do have to band together to stop these witch hunts.
>They've become so dangerous for the people not involved now.

Is there much we can really do about it?  No matter how
positive our intentions we're still slammed.  I was thinking
that one thing that might do it would be a known GL
reporting a genuine Child Abuser, and in the resulting news
he could say "I might be a GL, but there's only so much a
person can take!", but he'd still be buying himself a whole
lot of trouble.

>>I don't know if it'll help, but it does get easier over time.

>Thanks.  It does help.

Something else I noticed, the people who gave me a hard time
after admitting my GL predilection to the wrong person
didn't stay too much longer in the same town, even the ones
who'd lived there all their lives.  It was as if the mere
presence of a GL in their midst was a problem so great they
had to leave the area.  I didn't do anything whatsoever to
cause it.  (Weeps copious crocodile tears at the loss)

Though there was at one point a temptation to do something
'truly evil' like, stop close by a likely looking group of
people if a certain person approached, and if he called me
"Kiddy F*cker!"  again, I'd shout "Don't you ever let me
hear you call a Maori a 'Nigger' again, you f*cking
racist!".  Then we we'd see who felt uncomfortable.

> Thanks for the vote of confidence about the police too.  I seldom
>use the same comp twice, but I know that won't stop the Grand
>Inquisitors.  This is also the addy I use chiefly for business so,
>in the most part, they won't find much incriminating.

I don't know much about how the law works in these cases, I
think they need reasonable suspicion to search a particular
computer but nothing surprises me these days, if they felt
like it they'd probably check every machine you've ever had
contact with and tell everyone why, just to cause maximum
problems.  A year ago a non-GL friend was visited by the
police after he joked about having underage porn on his
machine.  They were fairly sure he was only joking but they
still checked him out.  From what he said they kept him in
the lounge and wouldn't let him watch as they checked the
computer and some random disks, which didn't take long.

Just for completeness, the last thing they asked was "Do
you have any drugs, since gays are heavily into them?".

'Brian'
------------------------------------------------------------



'Sanctuary' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

Dear ASGL listers, I have been away from the list for quite
some time now.  I have been hanging around but not
contributing much because my life has been in a bit of a
shambles.  There have been massive changes that are only
indirectly related to my orientation so I have not bothered
to talk about them. My life is settling down now and I am
ready to take a part in the conversations again once I get
my phone line on Wednesday.  I will have plenty of time
on my hands.  I miss the old timers that were once on
this list but I look forward to getting to know some of
the new people. Hopefully I will be able to contribute
again.

Until later...

'Sanctuary'
------------------------------------------------------------



'Brother Chubba' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

It's me again!  Is that a "boo" I hear?  Well tough ;)
Just a short one tonight (but when are they ever tall!)

--

'Steph' wrote:
>I do read them, I
>cry a lot... you're all our sooo close, yet soo far away....
>I can't figure why you are so far out of reach.

Before I say anything else, what exactly did you mean by this
comment, it's rather vague.  It is nice to see women appear
every now and then, although it seems that's only when people
make comment about how few women are here.  I do agree that
a more personal communication is far better than the, still
excellent, service that is ASGL-L.

--

'Spike' wrote:
>It got a little heavy there, and I just had to stop... I wish
>I could control myself just a little bit more!!!  Ever since
>then, we have been close, very close, and I have babysitted her
>twice since then and she has wore that same nightgown both
>times...

This looks like the start of a beeeeeooootifull freindship!
But, as I was told last year, be careful, life ain't no box of
frickin' chocolates.

--

'Moomin', two post's back, wrote:
>She has just inherited an old PC running Windows 3.1. Can
>anyone recommend any good shareware games/software that
>would appeal to an 8 year old girl?

Well I'm sorry but I have no idea, I mean if she is anything
like Sarah, who can be a bit of a tom boy at times, she may
well love anything with action. I don't know it the PC will run
it but the 'No$cash gameboy emulator' is top notch and you can
in a slightly non-legal fashion, download some good stuff for it
on the web, like Pokemon which I have mentioned before.

   [ Watch those Playstation / Dreamcaster / GameBoy
     emulators for the PC - they are above-average in the
     chances they contain viruses. ]

--

Ianthe put forth the following rare gem in relation to Gary
Glitter's fan base:

>[ They're probably camping outside Alvin Stardust's house :) ]

I laughed my ass off! very funny and thanks for putting a more
personal aside in other than bits of info on books or whatever.
I would love for you to REALLY take part, I feel I know many of
these people now but you, Ianthe, are still a mystery.

--

BTW there was no reason to put all of that editorial on.  As well
written as it is, you could have just put the URL on, and told
people that the FAQ says we shouldn't be a political hot air
balloon.  Although to be quite honest I am enjoying the current
direction, maybe you aren't actually one of us, hmmm?  That's
why you don't take part, maybe your just a psychiatrist running a
net 'group therapy' session? Or maybe I'm just being paranoid eh, eh?

You see. paedophiles today are getting a tad pissed off and we NEED
some form of hot air chamber, we need a way to help ourselves and
each other, if you truly are a paedophile you'll understand, what
you have created is growing, in new directions, in exciting directions
as long as we don't get repetitive and dull, you shouldn't step in
too severely. We just want people to stop persecuting us.  I mean life
in Britain is getting scary, okay so the trial by jury bill was
squished but what about next time, parliament don't like the lords
smashing their bills, Mr McCarth -sorry Mr Straw will not stand for
it a second time.

(this post is longer than I thought it was gonna be)

--

'Stephen' wrote:
>'Desire' where are you??

He's still about and if he's too busy to reply then I'll do it for
him.  I have been in communication with 'Desire' for a while now,
replies to my mail can take ages, it seems he is often very busy
which is obviously his prerogative, but he IS still here, so don't worry.

--

'Flickorna' wrote:
>What about our souls?  Our whole inner being that bums with
>loneliness, suffers from isolation and suffers further
>degradation because we are known as child molesters for
>Honestly Loving Our Young!

Wow!  Your whole post was so moving, it once again puts across
things I have been trying to say for a long time, so much better
than I could have.

--

'Ar' wrote:
>If we are real we should be about what kids want, and may
>perhaps need, and what they should be allowed to choose,
>if and when they wish.

Again, you are so right I can't believe myself. (BTW if any of
the rest of this post sounds strange it's because I am getting more
and more drunk while writing it)

--

I recently came out to a friend of mine, he seems positive but
time will tell, I wish to take some space to thank all who
contribute to this group as I feel I am part of something now,
I feel so good about myself.  The last year has been for me the
hardest one of my life, but the most rewarding, please keep this
group fresh and interesting, and NEVER be afraid to participate.

--

Now it seems that this last post never turned up on time.  It was
in an attached text file which was how I sent my last one, yet
this time it got lost in transit (easy mistake to make Ianthe).
In any case, here it is again, but a bit out of date.  New stuff
is added after this.

My friend has been very supportive of me and my sexuality, he has
taken it in a very mature way, he was surprised but he says, that
looking back he probably should have suspected it.  I have sent
him plenty of pro-pedo stuff I found on the net and he has read
it all with an open mind.  He seems truly angry at society's
treatment of us.  It's nice that someone I know personally, knows
the truth.

(BTW it wasn't the friend who I was going to come out to before)

--

'Fairy Knight' wrote:
>we hold so much back. none of you know my real name, my age,
>my race, geographical location, religion, gender (not really),
>hair color, eye color, social background, or even what my
>favourite food is.

I feel I understand more what Steph was saying in his post now and
if it make you feel any better I am HONESTLY 20-ish, white, from
England, of no religious preference, male (really), with brown
hair, blue eyes, and I love curry. :)

  [ That narrows it down to... just about half the young males
    in England :) ]

--

To 'DD', I feel very much for you, you are in such a bad place at the
moment, I will leave the real therapy to those better at it but know
that I am thinking of you.

--

I feel that Paedo is the correct spelling cos I'm English and the
language is English, not American so there! ;)

--

Well, that's about it I hope this one makes it bye!

Thanks,

'Brother Chubba'
-----------------------------------------------------------




'Bandersnatch' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

'de buitenlander' wrote:

>No-one answered a question I posed some time ago: why April 25th?

April 25 is the anniversary of the first time Charles Dodgson
(Lewis Carroll) met Alice Liddell (according to 'TheSlurp',
who instituted 'Pedo Pride Day').

Here is his idea of its purpose, from the original PLF site:

>All that one should do on that day is a small gesture of courage. You are
>the one who best should judge what this will be - it depends on your
>personal situation.

>You might tell one of your friends about your preferences, you may decide
>you'll buy that kids' fashion magazine, or you may decide it's the time to
>make a pass to that girl next door. Just do something you were afraid to do
>until yesterday.

'Bandersnatch'
------------------------------------------------------------



'Tsarevitch'
------------------------------------------------------------

Howdy to all

--

'Fairy Knight', in answer to a previous post, asked:
> . . . It makes the whole mess so impersonal, but
>it's the way we must do it for safety. By the way, where are
>you meeting others? On a chat of some sort?

How different and personal can chat rooms really be?  (Other then its
real-time nature).  With its reputation that a "20 year old woman" could be a
55 year old man; or an eight year old boy or girl could be a 28 year old police
detective involved in a 'Big Brother' sting; any given information is suspect:
physical appearance; sex drive; personality quirks, etc...

Will there ever be any software developed to authenticate these biometric
statistics?  And if so, will any 'one of us' involved in this hypothetical
dream chat world ever have the courage to use this in order to gain trust
in our fellow 'gl chatters' and show our deepest sincere emotions and
beliefs.

--

To answer 'Steph(?)' By definition, pedophiles are lacking in the social
graces department.  I will come out and admit I am by definition anti-social
and can easily become detached if left completely alone to my own vices.  I
have very few friends my age and have to keep myself involved in order to just
keep them. (A hard task when I am having a hard time at school because I am too
embarrassed to tell my friends of my past failings...)   Its too easy for me
to 'burn bridges' and cut former associations to other adult friends and
peers.

And it is difficult for me to make any romantic manoeuvres onto any peer that I
RARELY do end up holding a crush upon. Which, right now I presently do
strongly own upon a fellow college student, a true Renaissance woman.  I do
not have enough social aptness and courage to advance to her and to try to
build a relationship other then friendship.  Perhaps to truly become
BI~GEN~SEXUAL(c) to coin a phrase!

>I am currently practicing an alternate religion, ... I draw the line
>at Cthuluism and the like!

What our savior, H.P. Lovecraft, (The Author/Creator of the fictitious Cthulu
myths) not good enough for you?! Sorry, just kidding!  I guess in a way I am
practising an alternate religion, I am a practising atheist.  I find it hard
to believe in a god or goddess or spiritual force that would allow genocide
after genocide; or the murder or the abuse and neglect of children; or harsh,
cruel child labor; you know the rest....  All of this misery under the
Original [sin] Christian guise/excuse: He/she works in mysterious ways!?!?

>'Daveboy' and 'Bandersnatch' wrote lots on Gary Glitter

Please forgive this callow American's question:  Who in the h*ll is
Gary Glitter?? and Alvin Stardust??

   [ British Glam rock stars from the 1970s and early 80s. ]

I was just a toddler in the early 70's so please forgive my cultural
ignorance.  Why is Gary in the 'big house'/ 'the slammer?' GL related?

   [ 'the slammer' - British slang for prison. ]

--

Thank you 'Easy Rider,' your forward submission affected me, I can
sympathize and empathize with the father for the 'loss' of his
daughter, despite not being a father myself but having been a
child of divorced parents.

Yours, socially inept,

'Tsarevitch'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'Dalderious' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

I know there are a few people in the world who do
this. I imagine complete conversation that may happen
with me as one of the participants, in order to see how
they might progress or how I may be able to give a
better answer when posed a question. This happens
before I post here, well sometimes, and so, when I
come to relate something in this forum I sometimes can
not tell if I remember it because I've already posted
it or if it is from one of my erstwhile imaginary
discussions. If I ever do repeat myself I pray that
you all with forgive my redundancy.

Sometime after seeing Sarah, I profess some poetic
verse, though by the time I come to write it down, I
forget it. This time it wasn't verse, however.  I was
over her house very late, as I was reading a book.
Sarah had already gotten into bed. For her night
clothes she wears shorts and a shirt with short
sleeves. They seem to go halfway between her elbows
and shoulder. Her father went to read her and her
sister a story, and I asked if I could listen in. I
happen to like hearing stories, and even if I could
stand by the open door I would have listened. He lied
down on Sarah's bed. Sarah was covered up to (and
including) her neck, with her arms stretched out to
play with her hair.

Because her arms were outstretched, her sleeves went
down further and I could not see them. Although I only
saw a bit more of her arms than usual, they gave off
the perception that she was unclad. I live for such
moments. It's not that I want to see her nude. In fact
I would be abhorred at such a sight. (I never liked
nudes, I don't care if other people do or don't, this
is my opinion about me.)

It all happened a small while ago. I came over to
Sarah's house and she was wearing grey all over. A
grey sweater, a grey dress, and just an overall look
of it. I though to myself that she wasn't wearing the
beautiful colors and how I should be disappointed. I
then thought that if were actually married to her, she
wouldn't need colors to excite me. And so, I imagined
for a moment that we were married, and that these drab
colors were just her normal clothes and I loved her
anyway because of her and not her dress. Wow, that was
exciting. I realized that these clothes expressed her
mood so well, and now I decided I liked her in grey
better! Seeing her in bed now and seemingly unclad was
just another step. It did not get to me as much as the
grey clothes did, but I love it just the same.

On another note, I played a game with Sarah and her
sister. They liked it so much I bought it for them. SO
it should look strange, I said that if something
happened I'd buy it for them. I was fortuitous enough
for it to happen, and they got their present.

When I brought the game in the house Sarah's sisters
was excited. Sarah was happy, though I would call it
excited (and that makes me love her, for some
reason...). When I handed it to Sarah, I looked and
both her and her sister, and said that while I bought
the game for both of them, for ownership purposes, it
would belong to Sarah. I did that because this was the
closest thing that I could get to giving her an
outright present without arousing suspicion. Sarah
seemed happy, though I detected a slight downgrade in
her sister's mood. I am afraid that she knows all to
well of my love for Sarah and whenever I take an
explicit action it seems to her that she will now not
get the attention of even another person she knows.
Although I did not regret what I had done, my heart
went to her, and I offered her that if she found
another game (which I offered to both of them to by
since the first was cheaper than I had anticipated)
she could own it. It was of little solace. I must be
more careful in the future. Here I trampled on one
girl's feelings for the sake of my own, and it still
bothers me.

--

Since I know you all like to chronicle my life, I will
add another titbit or two.

I recently had the chance to see Rebeccah again.
Although she is not so forthcoming, her smile doesn't
fade when I see her, and if I get in a few words
she'll answer. I must hear why she shunned e in the
past, so I am taking this one carefully. On the aside
I took notice of her older sister 11 yr old. She was
lying on the couch. Not in the normal way, but her
head was in back of the couch to look out the window,
her torso on the seat, and her feet just above the
floor. Talk about beautiful things; she was stunningly
beautiful. Though I dared not tell her!

--

I had a dream today. I was napping, and I remembered a
dream. In it a girl, (I am not sure, but I think I
remember who it was) was in a swimsuit. I have been
waiting a long time to see her in one, and I am happy
now. If only this would happen more often!

--

I talk/write too much. But I've been meaning to ask
this (though I probably have already) does anyone here
consider themselves smarter than average. I don't mean
that ridiculous MENSA mentality that I've heard of. I
mean do you feel that your education and understanding
is above the normal that is found amongst the masses.

I am curious because whenever I hear of a famous
pe(a)dophile (Rev. Charles Dodgson, etc..) they seem to
be very bright people. Is pe(a)dophilia the desire of
the intelligent? Just something I've been wondering.

--

Sweet dreams to all, I'm off to Sarah's house.

'Dalderious'
---------------------------------------------------------------



'Padawan' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

I haven't written in a while, but I have one thought.

I won't deny that my feelings for little girls involves
a sexual desire, and I won't deny that penetrative
sex is on my mind frequently.

What really does bother me is that since I work
at McDonald's I am constantly reminded of the
desire I have and that I cannot hope to start a
relationship with these girls.  This just tears me
up!  My heart gets tight and I must constantly
remind myself that I am just beating myself up.

If I had a girl, I would cherish her forever!  Long after
she stops being a LG. I would like to marry her and
finally have a real family of my own and have the
companionship of that special someone that has
been there for many years.

This brings to mind an idea that I've been hesitant to
mention since I've joined ASGL-L almost two years ago.

While there might exist some drawbacks, such as
having to be the disciplinarian on occasion, I would
consider adopting my honey as a likely scenario.

No suspicious mother looking at me critically, no fear
of saying anything she might repeat to her parents.
I could maintain nearly complete control of her environment.

This would prevent accidents from happening.  I would still
have to deal with the social services worker, but that would
clear up after a while.  Then, it's smooth sailing.

If only I new that some of us were secretly among the ranks
of the adoption agencies and child protection agencies.

--

Ianthe, you once mentioned that there was a population estimate
of pedophiles in America. What was that, again?

   [  A draft report (1997) by Peter Marshall, of the UK's Home
      Office Research and Statistics Directorate, gathered using a
      computerised database of all convictions, reportedly found that a
      total of about 2,100 people are currently (1996/7) in UK prisons
      for sex offences involving children.

      There are 4,000 men aged 20 to 25 with 'paedophile convictions';
      6,000 aged 26 to 29; 21,000 in their 30s and 79,000 over 40,
      and the report was said to claim "110,000 convicted paedophiles
      live in England and Wales, and most of them are at large".

      This report was then published in its final version, with
      the figures given in February unchanged.

      If, as is claimed by the child-abuse industry, only 5 per cent
      of allegations go before a court and an even smaller percentage
      are found guilty, then simple maths suggests that the Home Office
      figure of 110,000 should be multiplied by a factor of perhaps
      20 to take account of those who are never detected, still less
      charged or convicted.  This calculation (20 x 110,000) would
      give up a figure of some 3.5 million - somewhere around
      8.25 percent of the adult UK population ! (and if we accept the
      most "paedophiles are men" hypothesis, then perhaps '1 in 5'
      of all males over 14.)  That figure is so high that I suspect
      there's a statistical flaw somewhere. ]

--

I think that there's enough to help sway the odds in our
favour if we were more organized.   If we could situate
ourselves into the key positions and provide some form of
recognizable identification, then others in our group
would know that we could trust someone.

Well, if I adopted a girl today, going to work tomorrow would be
much easier.  I wouldn't be tortured by the presence of all of
those LG's.  In fact, that would make a promotion instantly assured.
I would be better able to focus on my work and not be slowed by
wishful thinking.

I've rambled enough.  So long until next time.

I hope to hear some good advice in the near future.

'Padawan'
--------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]


UK: _Blacklisted teacher's High Court challenge_
UK: Three UK headlines
UK: _Teacher will sue school_
USA: _Californian Students Hired Strippers_
Latvia: _Paedophile allegations rock Riga government_
USA: _Activist bails out suspect in sex counts_
Canada: _Lawyer defends online sex_
USA: _Do parents belong on the witness stand?_
UK/Eire: _UK and Eire at odds over encryption policy_
USA: security: _FBI chief gets his hard drives in a spin_
UK: extracts from two opinion articles
Movie news
Humour
Graphics library online



UK:
----------------------------------------------------------------

February 2000

_Blacklisted teacher's High Court challenge_

A teacher who faced unproven allegations of indecently
assaulting his pupils has won the right to bring a High Court
challenge against his inclusion on an official blacklist.

The primary school teacher, who cannot be named, was dismissed
when Worcester County Council entered his name on the Health
Consultancy Service Index of people deemed "unsuitable" to
work with children.  A two year investigation concluded that
the accusations against him were unfounded.

His case is being fought by prominent QC Cherie Booth, who
said that the index was infringing fundamental human rights
by destroying the professional lives of people who were the
victims of rumour, but who had never been charged with or
found guilty of any offence.

----------------------------------------------------------------




UK: headlines:
----------------------------------------------------------------

13th February 2000

_The Observer_

Schools will be forced to teach children that marriage is
the "proper" relationship under legally binding plans being
drawn up by the Government.

--

February 2000

T.E.S.

Two-thirds of social services departments have warned the
Department of Health that they are struggling to recruit
staff needed to safeguard children and investigate child
abuse.

--


19 February 2000

_Paedophile gunned down on doorstep_

Police are treating the murder of a convicted paedophile
gunned down at his door in east London as a possible
contract killing, Scotland Yard said last night.  The man
had walked free from a court despite facing 13 child sex
charges, after a judge ruled that he would not get a fair
trial.

Detective Chief Superintendent Roger Stood said: "As he
is connected with child abuse, then he deserves it. I
have no sympathy for him. He has been convicted twice.
How many times do we have to convict these people before
something drastic happens? In this case, something drastic
has happened."

----------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
----------------------------------------------------------------

17th February 2000

_Teacher will sue school_

A DRAMA TEACHER who admitted in court that she had swum
nude at night with a group of boy pupils on a school trip
said she was planning to sue the school for personal injury.

Renate Williams, 32, claimed that her behaviour was due to
stress caused by the school's failure to give her the
support she required as a newly-qualified teacher. Miss
Williams, of Poole, Dorset, was acquitted at Worcester
Crown Court on charges of indecently assaulting a
15-year-old pupil. The jury accepted that she was the
victim of "a schoolboy conspiracy".

She said she had rejected a 272 UKP offer from the school to
settle an unfair dismissal claim, which is now unlikely to
proceed. Miss Williams said she was planning a civil action
instead. "I live with the consequences of my actions, but I
feel the school should be held accountable."

----------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
----------------------------------------------------------------

_Californian Students Hired Strippers_

PLEASANTON -- High school students who organized a ski trip
also hired the entertainment - two strippers.

Police Sgt. Bob Lyness said last weekend's trip to South
Lake Tahoe featured a male stripper in a cabin where the
girls were staying and a female stripper in the boy's cabin.

A chaperone discovered the male stripper and kicked him
out, but the performer returned later to finish the show,
Lyness said Thursday.

The Foothill High School students were interviewed by
police, who said no charges would be filed because no laws
were broken.

"There was no physical contact as far as we can
determine," Lyness said.

In 1998, the Pleasanton School District made headlines
across the country after a mother pleaded no contest and a
male stripper pleaded guilty to charges filed after the
mother hired the stripper for her 15-year-old daughter's
slumber party.

----------------------------------------------------------------




Eastern Europe: Latvia:
----------------------------------------------------------------

February 18th 2000

_Paedophile allegations rock Riga government_

MOSCOW -- Latvian President Vaira Vike-Freiberga described it
as a black day for her country: Three top officials,
including the prime minister, were named in connection with
a pedophilia case this week, and one of them, Justice
Minister Valdis Birkavs, immediately began a hunger strike
in protest.

But amid a flurry of scandalous accusations and counter-
accusations, a member of a special parliamentary commission
investigating pedophilia and child pornography admitted
Friday that there is no real evidence implicating the
officials.

Mr Birkavs, a former prime minister and one of Latvia's
leading legal scholars, has asked the prosecutor-general's
office to open a criminal investigation into the accusations
of criminal behaviour made without evidence.

The Baltic News Service quoted a senior prosecutor as
saying the Latvian prosecutor's office had no evidence
supporting Janis Adamsons' allegations.

Adamsons also claimed that army and police officers
were involved in the conspiracy.

Adamsons has been accused of working for the Soviet-era
KGB secret police and faces court action that could strip
him of his parliamentary seat.  Under Latvian law, anyone
who worked for the KGB is banned from holding political
office.

The Latvian prosecutor general's office has opened a criminal
investigation against Adamsons on charges of slandering
the three accused.

Helena Soldatyonoka, a member of the parliamentary commission,
admitted Friday that the panel had not uncovered any concrete
evidence.  "Frankly, we don't have any direct evidence or
direct witnesses," she said in an interview.

Mr Adamsons, who declined to specify how the officials
were involved in the case, claimed the witnesses drew a
picture of a government run by a homosexual mafia.

A leading political observer said, however, the government
was unlikely to be toppled. "Having not found any credible
criminal evidence they are playing on people's prejudices,"
he said. "Adamsons has never been careful in making a
distinction between criminal activity and different sexual
orientations."

The scandal has already claimed one political victim. Mr
Janis Skrastins, the prosecutor general, resigned on January
3rd due to loss of confidence in his handling of the case.

----------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Feb. 16th 2000

_Activist bails out suspect in sex counts_

ARIZONA -- A Chandler activist has paid $50,000 to free a
former school counselor indicted on 23 counts of child
molestation, indecent exposure involving at least nine
children.

Ramon Gomez says private donors helped him put up the cash
to free Ronald Ruelas, who was jailed last year in lieu of
$500,000 bail.

Gomez heads the National Civil Rights Movement that has
thousands of members, including Ruelas.

"This is racism hitting us right in the face," Gomez said.
"If White folks ask for a bond reduction, they usually get
it."

Ruelas, 32, who was a counselor at Longview Elementary
School in central Phoenix, maintains his innocence. His
request for a bail reduction in January was denied.

"People are looking at Ron like he is guilty of a crime,"
he said. "I'm just simply saying that we've got to make
sure the court system protects everyone's constitutional
rights."

----------------------------------------------------------------


Canada:
----------------------------------------------------------------

February 16th 2000

_Lawyer defends online sex_

OSHAWA -- An interactive Internet porn site is similar to
a legalized strip club, says a lawyer for one of three Web
partners charged with keeping a common bawdy house.

Whitby lawyer Bradly Vance, 40, of Oshawa, David Franklin,
36, of Bowmanville, and Mary-Anne Cicci, 29, of Courtice,
have all pleaded not guilty to the charge.

Prosecutor Bryan Davies alleged the interaction elements
of the web site constitutes "indecency" under bawdy house
legislation.

However, last week a Toronto judge ruled the terms for
indecency were too vague in the Criminal Code.

The trial resumes April 27.

----------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Did you catch that last line?  -- "last week a Toronto judge
     ruled the terms for indecency were too vague in the
     Criminal Code."  -- does anyone know more about that
     ruling ? ]




Australia:
----------------------------------------------------------------

17 February 2000

_Outrage over a year's jail for 9 UKP Xmas Day theft_

A YOUNG Aborigine who stole biscuits and cordial [soda]
worth just over 9 UK pounds was jailed for a year yesterday
under mandatory sentencing laws that have caused outrage in
Australia.

Jamie Wurramura, 21, was found guilty by a magistrate in
Darwin of the theft from the storeroom of a mine at Groote
Eylandt in the Northern Territory on Christmas Day, 1998.

The case follows the suicide last week of a 15-year-old
aboriginal orphan, known only as Johnno, who hanged himself
with a bedsheet in his cell after being imprisoned for 28
days for stealing pencils and paints.

----------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
----------------------------------------------------------------

17th February 2000

_Do parents belong on the witness stand?_

Imagine your child finally gathers the courage to tell you
about the time she smoked pot. You quickly stop her and
pull out your Miranda card.

"You have the right to remain silent," you begin. "Anything
you say can and will be used against you in a court of law."

No, this is not the latest episode of "Ally McBeal." It's a
scenario lawyers and legislators use to tell parents that
conversations with their children could wind up in court.

In almost every state, a mother or father can be forced to
take the stand and break the "you can tell me anything"
promise to their child. But now Massachusetts lawmakers are
trying to keep prosecutors from using this controversial
tactic - and other states are taking notice.

Last week, bills to protect the sanctity of family
conversations were introduced in both the state House and
the Senate. They came after two couples were subpoenaed to
testify against their sons in a rape case.

"We would hope that if children came to their parents, they
would be able to share their problems," says state Sen.
Cynthia Stone Creem, who introduced one of the bills. But
as it stands now, "if my children come to me, I have to
say, 'Go talk to your priest, go talk to your doctor,
because I can't hear it.' "

If passed, parent-child confidentiality would be similar to
that already granted priest and penitent, lawyer and
client, therapist and patient - though many argue the
secrecy between a parent and a child is paramount to all
those.

  [note: The journalist doesn't seem aware of the USA's
   widespread "mandatory reporting" laws, which make
   it a crime for lawyers, doctors, coaches,
   therapists, etc not to inform police about disclosures
   involving 'suspected child sexual abuse'. ]

"What I hope we want to do as a society is to encourage a
child to go to the person on earth that child most trusts,
a mother or a father," says Lawrence Goldman, vice
president of the National Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers. "What my kid tells me is none of the state's
business."

Prosecutors say they ask for a parent's testimony only as a
last resort. But the practice is on the rise - at a time
when juveniles are more frequently being charged as adults.

In a Massachusetts case, two 14-year-old boys were
charged in June with raping a girl in their school. The
parents of both boys talked to their sons about the
incident, and prosecutors subpoenaed the parents to testify
before a grand jury. "We feel it's important in weighing
rights and privileges that the victim's right to redress
should not be made secondary," says David Traub, a
spokesman for the Norfolk County Attorney's Office, which
is pressing for the parents to testify.

In an appeal last month, the state Supreme Judicial Court
granted a temporary reprieve to the boys' parents until the
end of the legislative session in July. The high court also
said that any move to establish a parent-child privilege
should come from the legislature, not the court.

While the SJC has the power to create a privilege by
decree, it hasn't done so in more than 100 years. In the
opinion for the court, Justice Roderick Ireland wrote that
many sensitive issues are involved in creating a
parent-child privilege - the age of the child, who is
considered to be the parents, and how to handle child abuse
and family violence.

For the most part, prosecutors believe confidential
privileges make it harder to get convictions. They are
watching the two Massachusetts bills - and their specific
limitations - with caution.

As a lawyer and chairwoman of the Criminal Justice
Committee, Senator Creem was familiar with many of the
confidential privileges. But she says she never thought
about the parent-child one until she saw Marcia Lewis being
forced to testify in front of a grand jury about her
daughter's relationship with President Clinton. "I said, 'I
have a daughter. I can't believe that. That's terrible.' "

No matter the age of their children, many parents say they
would simply refuse to testify. "There are many parents who
would not be truthful if they had to testify against their
kids," Creem says. "I know I would never go against the
confidence of my children."

Besides, she says, "If all [prosecutors] have is the
parent, they have a problem anyway."

----------------------------------------------------------------



UK: security:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Feb 2000

_UK and Eire at odds over encryption policy_

DUBLIN, Ireland -- Britain is likely to become the first
country in the world to make imprisonment a possible
consequence of refusing to surrender, or even losing, one's
private encryption keys.

At the same time, neighbouring Ireland is preparing
legislation that would make it the first country to
prohibit law enforcement from forcing encryption users to
hand over their private keys.

The new British law also would compel Internet service
providers to build in "reasonable interception
capabilities" to networks and could force ISPs to hand over
data traffic information -- email destinations, Web site
visits, mail logs -- to law enforcement without a search
warrant. It includes provisions for listening in on mobile
and satellite phone calls, intercepting pager messages, and
bugging office switchboards.

The topsy-turvy state of affairs is emblematic of the
approach of the two countries to electronic commerce
legislation.

Critics say Britain, with its close covert intelligence
ties to the U.S., has consistently tried to introduce new
powers of electronic surveillance and restrict the use of
encryption. In particular, successive bills have tried to
introduce controversial 'key escrow' schemes, whereby
encryption users would have to lodge a copy of secret
private keys with a third party.

On the other hand, Ireland -- with a much smaller,
export-dependent economy -- feels it needs an open
e-commerce environment to lure multinationals.

An Irish government spokesman says they listened to the
concerns of privacy advocates as well as
e-commerce-oriented businesses in preparing draft
legislation, which the government expects to publish in
final form by Easter. Among other points, the legislation
provides for the recognition and formal legal standing of
electronic signatures and electronic documents and protects
the use of encryption.

"We stuck to our guns rigidly on this one," says spokesman
Niall O Donnchu of Ireland's Department of Public
Enterprise [http://www.irlgov.ie/tec/] , which was
responsible for drafting the legislation. "There will be no
uniform access to encryption keys. We feel it sets a very
strong precedent."

Britain's new bill confirms the worries of privacy
advocates and businesses, who believed the government would
try to retain restrictions on encryption and introduce new
powers of surveillance after they proved too controversial
for the country's July electronic commerce bill.

----------------------------------------------------------------

   [ So now you know - one could have a second ISP account in Eire
     and dial-in direct from the UK to send encrypted e-mail
     messages only. For a nominal Dublin ISP subscription charge,
     plus 15p-a-minute weekend call-charges, it's affordable as
     an e-mail-only option, but picking up & answering e-mail
     would probably be limited to once a week. ]



USA: security:
----------------------------------------------------------------

17th February 2000

_FBI chief gets his hard drives in a spin_

FBI Director Louis Freeh told the Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee Wednesday that most computers sold in 1998
featured hard drives of six to eight GB capacity. But
by the end of this year, sixty to eighty GB hard drives
"will be common", he said.

Ooops - sixty to eighty GB hard drives are still in the
alpha development labs, and for consumers they will
remain in the realm of "dream PCs" for several years yet.

Freeh also said he remains determined to require
cryptography users to register their private keys so that
the Bureau can crack their secret files whenever a judge
can be persuaded that information contained might
"facilitate a prosecution".

But with delicious irony, the US Trade Representative
Charlene Barchefsky is currently involved in a heated
dispute with the Chinese - decrying their Stalinist
ambitions to require the registration of crypto keys.

----------------------------------------------------------------




UK: extract from an opinion article:
----------------------------------------------------------------

19th February 2000

[ Background: this week a report has been released about
several hundred cases of alleged sexual abuse in 40 Welsh
children's centres over a period of more than twenty years.
(You can't help but think that it's unusual they didn't
discover _more_ cases over such a long time-frame and
in such dismal institutions ?)  A list of the 'suspects'
was somehow released to the media, leading to a nationwide
manhunt for the suspects. ]


[...]                                       So if you know
and I know that it happens, why do we need endlessly to be
shocked? It may be good for fundraising and, if the money
is able to help admirable organisations such as the NSPCC
and ChildLine to help the helpless, then that is fine. But
it does something else, too. It feeds hysteria.

Even though the vast majority of abuse happens in our own
homes, we have somehow managed to convince ourselves that
it is becoming more and more dangerous for our children
"out there", that more and more dirty old men in grubby
raincoats are waiting to pounce the moment we take our eyes
off the little souls. The truth is the opposite.

There has been no increase in the number of attacks by
strangers on children since the 1950s. Researchers at the
London School of Economics revealed the intriguing fact
that most of us adults thought the place we grew up in had
been "perfectly safe".

Yet only one in 10 of us thinks the same for our own
children. The result is predictable: we overprotect them.
Children need freedom: freedom to explore the world for
themselves, to discover what may be dangerous and what may
not be. They need to learn who they can trust. If we
encourage them to think that all strangers are potential
abusers, they end up believing they can trust nobody. If a
middle-aged man can no longer smile at a child in a
supermarket and a teacher can no longer cuddle a child when
she grazes her knee in the playground, then children will
come to see us as cold, remote and inaccessible.

One of the NSPCC's directors told me this week how he had
happened to come across a small child in the street in
terrible distress because his mother had not met him from
school and he was lost. "I took him home but as I walked
into his block of flats, a middle-aged stranger holding a
small boy's hand, I felt distinctly uneasy," he said. How
sad. If children end up feeling isolated in a world defined
by danger, God knows what that will do to them as they grow
older.

[...]

----------------------------------------------------------------



And another:
----------------------------------------------------------------

[...]

The focus on abuse in children's homes takes place at a time when
all relationships between adults and children are seen as
increasingly suspect. From government guidelines on smacking to
high-profile children's charity campaigns, the family continues
to be presented less as a safe haven than as a site for potential
child abuse. Those working with children, whether teachers,
voluntary workers or sports coaches, increasingly find themselves
surrounded by guidelines detailing how they should behave with
the children in their care. Meanwhile, children's charities and
school lessons raise children's own awareness of the possibility
that they might be abused by anybody, and encourage them to
report any situation which makes them feel "uncomfortable".

This is a no-win situation. When relationships between parents
and children are constantly scrutinised for signs of abuse, the
spontaneous bonds of trust and affection that child-rearing
depends upon become strained. Professional teachers and care
workers cannot develop constructive, trusting relationships
with children in their care when both their colleagues and
their charges are looking at them as potential abusers. Children
taught to view the adults around them with suspicion will
automatically feel wary and insecure - whether they are in
care homes or not. Yet the fact remains that most adults do not
abuse children, and that most care workers in residential homes
put the welfare of their charges first. Whatever the solution
to the problems of residential care, simply fuelling concerns
about the extent of child abuse is no answer.

----------------------------------------------------------------




Movie news: UK:
----------------------------------------------------------------

_GREGORY'S TWO GIRLS_

FilmFour, Certificate 15, 1999

"THE heart sank when news of this project emerged. But Bill
Forsyth has not stayed content with recycling his big hit
*Gregory's Girl* from 1982; he has feelingly carried its
main character forward into early middle-age, with its
gripes and romantic befuddlements. John Gordon Sinclair is
a dry delight as Gregory, now an English teacher at his old
school. Forsyth can't stop including extraneous subplots
and sour comments about America (where his own career
foundered): all very interesting, but they do stop some of
the laughter flowing. Available to rent."

----------------------------------------------------------------




Humor?
----------------------------------------------------------------

I have no idea if this is "on topic" as I haven't checked it,
but the headline alone makes it worth posting ;)

--

_So Where Are the Little Girl's Underpants?_

"Suck's new correspondent is going to do nothing for
Franco-American relations. After you read this, you'll
probably understand why Parisians treat Americans the
way they do."

http://go.suck.com/daily/2000/02/18/200008

----------------------------------------------------------------




Inspiration on how to use the box of labels which came with your
printer, but which never found a use for :)
----------------------------------------------------------------

Subvertise.org, a radical arts gallery on the internet, is
launched on Sunday 20th February 2000.

Created by a global network of artists and campaigners, it
exists to document, develop and promote the artform of the
post-corporate millennium - subvertising.

Subvertise.org displays hundreds of images, photos, banners,
billboards covering a spectrum of issues including transport,
war, climate-change, racism, genetic engineering,
corporations, sexuality and globalisation. Many images are
anti-copyright and can be downloaded at high-resolution. All
the images also act as visual links to artists, campaigners
and further information, or for inspiration for your own
campaign graphics.

Subvertising is the Art of Cultural resistance.  It is the
'writing on the wall', the sticker on the lamppost, the
corrected rewording of Billboards, the spoof T-shirt; but it
is also the mass act of defiance of a street protest.  The
key process involves redefining or even reclaiming our
environment from the corporate moloch.

www.subvertise.org

----------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ ASGL-L is now four years old, having started on
     14th February 1996.  We now have well over 500
     subscribers. ]




'Sanctuary' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Well, I didn't get my phone line yet but...

'Brian' wrote:
>>I know she's never allowed to speak to me again, but I do hope her
>>parents haven't drummed hatred for me into her head.  You know
>>they'll try, not realizing the damage drumming any superficial thing
>>into someone's head will do. So worried about her...

>They can try, they'll even think they've succeeded but they
>won't.  All you did was talk to her on her level, and in
>return they literally gave her a prison sentence.  If you
>see her again, nod to her or something to show you still
>think of her and watch her body language.  Ten to one its
>positive toward you, even if neither of you can talk.

It would be nice to think that but when A...'s mother separated
us A... got to where she would not even look at me and her
expression was cold. Maybe she was afraid of her mom but I have
no idea what she said about me to her.

>> We really do have to band together to stop these witch hunts.
>>They've become so dangerous for the people not involved now.

>I was thinking that one thing that might do it would be a known
>GL reporting a genuine Child Abuser

Genuine child abuser? According to whose definition? You mean the
ones who hug them when they need a friend or the ones who rape
and murder them? Or something in between? All is abuse in some people's
minds. I am convinced that the only thing that separates us from
those in the child abuse industry is our sexual desire for them even
though most of us don't act on it because of the trouble it would
cause them (and us). Most of them seem to genuinely want what is
best for them and try to provide it the best they can. It's the
warped idea that sexual contact will harm them that causes all of
the problems. That is why I like to see controversies like the one
caused by the recent Bauserman, Tromovich, and Rind article. Perhaps
studies like these will cause some genuine re-evaluation of perceptions;
perhaps not. I will remain hopeful and continue to show genuine
affection whenever I can.

--

'Padawan' wrote:
>What really does bother me is that since I work
>at McDonald's I am constantly reminded of the
>desire I have and that I cannot hope to start a
>relationship with these girls.  This just tears me
>up!  My heart gets tight and I must constantly
>remind myself that I am just beating myself up.

What a great opportunity to smile at them and show them that
adult men are not all scary and out to hurt them. I would be
thrilled to be able to see such a parade all day and make
an occasional visit to the play place ;-)

'Sanctuary'
----------------------------------------------------------------------





'Jack' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------


Firstly, my apologies for not submitting anything in ages (I think I
always say that !) I often wonder how many of us there are that
subscribe but don't post... can you let us know how many we are
Ianthe ?

I'm a bit sad because the only LG I know is moving out of the country
soon :(  I will get to see her once more though because we have a
"date", I'm taking her to the rugby [USA: 'football'] in a few weeks.

Has anyone come up with any ideas for April 25th ?  I want to know what
everyone's doing so I can do the same.  I don't really have much more to
say, or any stories to tell... I do enjoy reading what you're all up to
though and hope everyone is well, and not too lonely.

Cheers

'Jack'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Spike' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Someone wrote:
>We hold so much back. none of you know my real name, my age,
>my race, geographical location, religion, gender (not really),
>hair color, eye color, social background, or even what my
>favourite food is.

You are correct, I will tell a little about myself, I am mid20s, male,
I live in the Eastern USA. My religion is Christian, (Holiness/Pentecostal)
My social background would be limited to my family and few unwanted friends,
and one special friend that has supported me from the time I discovered
my little secret and told him all about it. Other than that there is
no social background. My line of work would be described as Professional
/Sales/Customer Service/Managerial [takes breath] hehe...and anyways,
that's a little about myself...

I was with Kristie again last Friday night and I was babysitting her again.
We were having a serious discussion about school. I was trying to convince
her that school was the most important thing that she could do for herself,
and the subject turned to science. I asked how she was doing in that class
and that she understood everything. She kinda got real quite and I asked her
what's wrong. She said that the teacher was talking about the
"re-pro-duct-ive parts" (she actually sounded it out just like that)  of the
human body. I instantly got cold, and the first thoughts that ran through my
mind was that I could teach her everything that I knew! I caught my breath
and asked her what she didn't understand about it. She was kinda acting like
this was uncomfortable talking to me about it and I told her that it was ok
to talk with me without fear that I would go to her mother or make fun of
her. If she had questions then it would be ok for her to ask me. She
responded that was it REALLY ok to talk to me about this kinda stuff with
her, and I told her that it was ok, REALLY! She kinda opened up right then
and said this to me. It's not word for word but you'll get the idea

Kristi--"Ok, well I have this question about a guy's thing"

Me <Gulp> "Ok what do you want to know?"

Kristi--"Well, I haven't actually looked at one yet, so I don't know what it
looks like, what does it look like?"

Me <bigger gulp> "Well, it's kinda hard to describe, but I'll give it a shot"

I then went into explaining what one looks like, I went into detail, and her
eyes got really big and she got all giggly.

Kristie-- "Wow, that sounds really neat, (she then got tense and she kinda
gave me a look,) Could you show me -- yours?"

I went numb, literally, and I suddenly realized that I wasn't breathing!
After I caught my breath, I looked at her, I must've looked at her with
disbelief, because her eyes suddenly filled with embarrassment, and she told
me to forget that she asked, and she started to get up. I told her to wait.

Me--"I told you that you could ask me anything, I want to show it to
you...trust me"

Kristie--"Really?"

Me--"Yes, but I can't"

Kristie--"Why not? I'm not going to tell anybody, and there's noone but us
here, so why can't you?"

Me--"Your're right, but what if you're mom found out? I would get into some
serious trouble"

Kristie--"How is she going to find out?"

Me--"I don't know, but she could, one of us could let it slip. I don't
really know...."

Kristie--"Come on... please?"

Now how can I resist a 'please' from a 10 yr old? But I did, I told her that
it wasn't the right time, and that maybe if I had courage enough to do it
later on I would. She called me a "scaredy cat" and left me sitting on the
couch by myself, trying to catch my breath, calm my nerves, and get my
raging hard-on under control all at one time.  I had blown it, I thought to
myself, the one time that I had a chance with this girl and I had blown. I
wish that I could die right there and then. Kristie re-entered the room with
that same night-gown on that she had on previously. We snuggled on the couch
together, and she laid on her head on my shoulder and told me it was ok,
that she understood. We watched the Brady Bunch together and she held my
hand through out it, then the Beverly Hillbillies came on and changed
positions. She positioned her hand on my lap as she "snuggled" under my arm.
I got a hard-on again and got nervous again.

Now what happened next was nothing short of amazing. She started to move her
hand up and down my lap until it was reaching to my crotch and back down
again. She then let her hand slip up and over my penis which was by this
time responding. She then started to rub it through my jeans and it felt
incredible!!! I don't know how, what, when, or why but she stopped, and
she suddenly wanted to go to bed. She got up, smiled at me and said goodnight
to me. She giggled and went to bed, once again leaving me alone, only this
time, leaving me creaming in my jeans. I am supposed to be baby-sitting her
tomorrow night and when I do I'll give you the low down.

'Spike'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'?'
----------------------------------------------------------------------

I've been away from my computer (okay, it's never mine) for several
months, and have received several issues, now back issues. I wasn't
going to say anything yet, but "K" asked some time ago if any of
"us" were women.

I'm a woman, but I'm not really one of you. I was once somebody's
loved-girl, and think I'm in the best position (okay, was in the
best...) to say what is and is not harmful to a lg. I was fondled,
and hugged, and bought presents for, and I think I suffered worse
being in the state childcare system as a consequence of this
and other things nobody would accuse a child of directly, than any
"suffering" from the "abuse" of my father's business partner and
long-time friend.

I know 'Padawan' (did u change your handle again? I think you did.)
and was introduced to this mailing list by him.

Well, back to reading back-issues; I'll catch up in a few days...

'?'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'oskar' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Brother Chubba' wrote:
>My friend has been very supportive of me and my sexuality, he has
>taken it in a very mature way, he was surprised but he says, that
>looking back he probably should have suspected it.

When people I have told or have found out usually have the same
reaction. My dad said that he wasn't surprised. when I told my
sister, she just pretty much said, "I know, I'm not dumb".

I was thinking lately too about how many people that know I'm a
pedophile. I was surprised when I realized that at least 25 people
know and are okay with it. Although I'm not sure if they realize the
full extent of my attractions. I also just remembered that ASGL-L
has had an anniversary recently.  Isn't it the 14th of February?

Wow! I also just realized that I've been with this group for about
three years!

--

I had a good experience today:

I was waiting for the subway, the train pulled up, and the _entire_
car was full of 9-10 year olds on a class trip. Unfortunately they
all got off at the next stop.

that's all,

'Oskar'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Ex Astris' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

After all the waiting, my mother finally moved out on her abusive boyfriend.
She'd been with the man for ten years, ever since I was 14. She has moved in
with me now, and I'm looking after her. A lot of emotional recovery to help
her through.

Becky, my 9yr old friend hasn't been over as frequently since mother moved
in. I think mother intimidates her. But at least it hasn't stopped us from
going sledding, bike riding, and the like. Desiree, probably the single most
beautiful 7yr old I've ever seen, has been over now and then lately.
Whenever she sees me pulling in to the apartment parking lot, she comes
running up to get her hugs in. She's got a heart of gold, and captivating
eyes. And although I'm not a boy-lover, I do love spending time with
Zachary. He's a great kid and lots of fun. Unfortunately Becky gets overly
jealous whenever I show even the slightest attention to anyone else. Still,
I make time for the other kids in the complex even if she does throw a fit.
I've got to keep my priorities.

--

To Padawan: I know exactly where you're coming from. I used to work fast
food also, and it surely is torture! That's one of the reasons I moved to a
different line of work. I'm doing tele-marketing now, so I'm in an office all
day with nothing but adults (well barely; most are in college). It's a fun
job if you like that sort of thing, and the pay's a thousand times better.
Or if you don't want to get away from kids, but rather work more directly
with them, you might consider getting into teaching. Or maybe be a social
worker. I've been partially considering that over the last few months, just
so I can have a positive influential role in children's' lives. My thought
on the adoption thing though is that it's probably not very realistic.

Please don't take that bad; I'd like to see us be able to adopt! But raising
a child on your own is, to put it mildly, one hell of a challenge. Walking
the tightrope between lover and parent is also a razor's edge. Even if you
don't fall into the traps Humbert did in Lolita, there are still other
ramifications. As I said though, don't get me wrong. I'd love to adopt a
beautiful LG and see you do the same. It's just that this world's conditions
make that so very dangerous.

As for anyone who doesn't remember my stats: 20-something yr old white
North American male.

I've got a suggestion to throw out to anyone that I've even considered doing
myself. How about calling the phone numbers on one of those daytime talk
shows where they ask for interesting subject interviews? Obviously you'd
need the protection of anonymity, but they do that on some shows. I live
close enough to one of the shows to make it possible. But I'd just have to
work up the guts and find a way of hiding it from basically everyone I know,
which is a bit of a challenge.

Oh, and regarding the subject that was brought up a while ago about walking
with a stoop, I do that too! My theory has always been that it's due to low
self-image. And now that I know that so many other GL's have that to, it
only reinforces the theory.

--

To Tsarevitch: Is it always necessary to "throw the baby out with the bath
water"? Just a thought to ponder.

Safe journey, space fans.

'Ex Astris'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Desire' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

It seems Ianthe missed my last posting, it did not get on the list.
Here it is again, with extra material added.

--

Wow! It seems that I am being missed... I will try to write more in
the future, but the problem is - once I do not write, the number of
posts to react to does only grow, deterring me even more from posting.
But I guess the only way to do something about it is to actually sit
down and write this post. So here I go.

How are things with me? Bad, very bad. I have already told you about
them last time, and they are not getting better. A few weeks ago I was
in a full-blown depression, and now I have aggressive/destructive,
depressive and simply suicidal periods intermingled with periods where
I am just being down. I have been with my parents for two weeks, and
was OK during that period, but lately I have been making a fool of
myself again - throwing things through restaurants, blocking people's
way, insulting people, standing in the middle of the street. Even got
the police involved. Hope things are better now.

I am a girl-lover, I need children. I don't need sex, I can do without
that, but I do need contact with children. And I do not have it. And
all that would not be so bad, if it was not for the fact that I also
see no hope anymore of getting what I want. A little girlfriend to
spend time with on a regular basis. And then, this society. All these
negative messages regarding pedophilia are killing me. Literally, I'm
afraid.

Regarding the recent discussion about 'characteristics' of GLs: No, I
do not walk with a stoop, and yes, I am not interested in soccer.
Well, that's an exaggeration - I'm just much less interested in it
than the average guy (less than the average girl even).

--

'Dalderious' asked:
> If anyone knows a way that I can let her know that I
> care, and that I truly appreciate her attention, no
> matter how small, please tell me. But it much be a
> short method. I hope you understand.

I think the simplest way would be to simply tell her "it is always a
pleasure for me to see you," or something like that. Need not be
extremely suspect either - people will probably think you are just
flattering her a little.

> I talk/write too much. But I've been meaning to ask
> this (though I probably have already) does anyone here
> consider themselves smarter than average. I don't mean
> that ridiculous MENSA mentality that I've heard of. I
> mean do you feel that your education and understanding
> is above the normal that is found amongst the masses.

I'm certainly above average in intelligence. My IQ has never been
measured, but my brother as a child measured 135, and when I talked
about that with my mother lately she said: "...but having you as a
brother must have raised his level beyond what would be normal." I
got through high school and first year university without any hard
study, and now working on university have had the excuse "I am not
<Desire>" for needing an explanation twice from people who are
considered above-average smart themselves. When I was in pre-school
I already was faster in making puzzles than the teachers, and when
I was 4 I had taught myself reading by constantly asking my mother
"isthat" on the various letters-on-paper.

On the other hand I'm a disaster where rough motorics are concerned.
When in kindergarten we had to do a gymnastics show for the parents,
I was given a jester's costume, and did a funny act that way because
they were not able to teach me to walk a plank. In high school I was
always among the last 2 or 3 to be chosen for games in gymnastics,
and I still am not able to do anything of a rope climb.

(note: all anecdotes of my kindergarten and younger life courtesy
 my mother)

> I am curious because whenever I hear of a famous
> pe(a)dophile (Rev. Charles Dodgson, etc..) they seem to
> be very bright people. Is pe(a)dophilia the desire of
> the intelligent? Just something I've been wondering.

I think high intelligence is over-represented among pedophiles
not because they are in any direct way correlated, but because
people with high intelligence more often are independent in their
thinking, which would make it relatively easier for them to accept
that they are pedophiles.

--

'Tsarevitch' wrote (on masturbation lessons in schools):
> I wonder how many of the ASGL-L members would volunteer their time (sans
> salary) just to be the teacher's aide in this class?

I would volunteer for ANY class, not just those. Which reminds me:

'The Fairy Knight' wrote:
> I managed to get a job in a pre-school on a volunteer basis. It has been
> wonderful, especially since children that age are less, ah, inhibited
> than they are a little older.

Any advise on how to get those jobs?

'Tsarevitch' also wrote:
> I was just a toddler in the early 70's so please forgive my cultural
> ignorance.  Why is Gary in the 'big house'/ 'the slammer?' GL related?

A PC World repairman found child porn on his computer.

--

'Stephen' wrote:
> I guess the point I am trying to make is obvious,  that there are heaps
> of 'normal' guys out there who  are turned on by younger girls.  Maybe
> not pedophilia exactly, but damn close. So why bash us??

I agree - actually, it seems that most men are most interested in
teenagers, in girls only one or a few years above the 14 that this
list has as its maximum. But what that has to do with bashing us?
Maybe it even strengthens the bashing - if you like young yourself,
better to kick on the peds, so you are not confused with those. There
might even be envy involved - all those men who would want a girl of
16 or 18, but are stuck with their 30s wifes, don't you think they'd
grow jealous of someone hanging around with little girls? Hmmm... I'd
better stop now, before this really becomes nonsense.

> Just one more thing I have been pondering:  if a poll could be taken of
> society would there be more GLs than BLs?  I wonder?  Since homosexuality
> is a minority,  I would think GLs would be more numerous.  From the 'net
> however, I get the impression that the Boylove culture is much stronger.
> Any thoughts on this?

According to the DPA (Danish Pedophile Association) about 3/4 of the
pedophiles they knew were homosexual, the rest either heterosexual or
bisexual. When I look at the pedo groups that exist here in the
Netherlands, I also see (much) more boylovers than girllovers. Unless
there is a specific reason why girllovers would be much less likely to
organize themselves than boylovers, this clearly indicates that there
are more boylovers than girllovers.

> 'Desire' where are you??

*blush*

--

'Brother Chubba' reacted:
> He's still about and if he's too busy to reply then I'll do it for
> him.  I have been in communication with 'Desire' for a while now,
> replies to my mail can take ages, it seems he is often very busy
> which is obviously his prerogative, but he IS still here, so don't worry.

Actually:

1. I was not too busy to reply, but Ianthe apparently missed my
   message

[ Sorry! :) ]

2. If I'm not replying to you, it's not because I'm so busy, but
   because I'm so overstressed. And because I have been two weeks
   at my parents', as I said above, and they have no Internet -
   causing me to be at least two weeks behind on answering email.

--

Regarding Stephen's request for LG experiences:

Recently, we had our yearly new year's party from my work, and several
of my colleagues had brought their children with them. At one time I
noticed that one of my colleagues was playing with three of the boys
(one of them his own), grabbing them, holding them in his arms etc.,
and one of the boys playfully patted him on the buttocks. In reaction
I patted the boy on the buttocks, and was 'rewarded' with getting the
three boys after me when my colleague called it a finish. The colleague's
daughter also was there, but too shy to really participate, while the
boys and I were basically playing tag on the buttocks, me sometimes
grabbing and tickling them, etcetera.

Then the other two boys had to leave with their father, leaving me
only with this colleague's kids (the boy was 6, the girl 4 I think).
Now the girl was much in the game as well, although still quite shy,
she did not want me to actually hold her, but the rolling around,
tagging, etcetera she liked as much as her brother. The three of us
had a great time until it was really time to go. Only unfortunate
thing is that I get to see these great kids maybe twice a year - and
that's long enough that I almost have to start from zero each next
time. Extra plus was that both fathers were among the people who know
that I'm a GL - although the father of the two boys not officially.

--

And a few days ago I was waiting for the bus, when a woman and her
little girl came too. The girl and I immediately stole glances, and
when we sat in the bus (she sat on the other side of the center, one
place further in front) did some playing too - mostly just looking at
each other and smiling. She waved me very cutely goodbye upon leaving.

--

'Giggle Maker' wrote:
> I always wonder when a child is so affectionate toward me so quickly.
> Certainly children need love.  Does this mean she doesn't get
> attention and love from her parents?  Do some children just need more
> love than others, even with devoted parents?  Is this a precocious
> sexuality?  I don't know the answers, but I love it.

Some children do seem to be looking for physical love and intimacy
more than others. And I don't think that this means that they don't
get it from their parents - it's more like the reverse. Although I
have not much experience, I do get the feeling (but correct me when
I'm wrong) that the children that are most looking for contact from
strangers are the very same children that already do get a lot of it
from their parents. I don't think they actually need more love, maybe
more of a particular type of love. More likely, they just need more
contact and intimacy. No, I don't think it has to do with precocious
sexuality. Young children often have more need for it than older ones,
and I do not think the former are more sexual. We should take care to
not too easily assume that such children's behaviours are sexual in
nature.

--

'Simon' wrote:
> The issue 12/99 of _Vogue, German edition_ (NOT Vogue Bambini) was indicated
> not to sell or show to persons under age of 18, because of 6 photos made by
> Torkil Gudnason. The photos show his daughters Anna (7) and Eva (5) dressed as
> figures from fairy tales and two of the photos show them naked (covering
> intimate parts by a leg). These pictures are _Art_, and if you read the story
> about the pictures you will see that the two girls wanted to dress and act
> like the models their father worked with.

Anyone else finding it strange that it is ok for adults to see nude
children but not for children?

> >ANDRE (1994) Family adventure starring Tina Majorino as a girl who adopts
> >the eponymous orphaned seal. (Unseen)

> SEE IT! I have an "Andre"-poster on my wall in the living room. It
> definitely if the cutest movie Tina ever did!

Well, Simon is prejudiced, being a great Tina Majorino fan (I think
that if it wasn't for the fact that he already has a little girlfriend
closer at hand he would actually have fallen in love with her), but
I have to agree with him - she is major(ino)ly cute in there.
Unfortunately little girls grow large, she will be celebrating her
fifteenth birthday in a few days I see on the IMDB. Ah well, such is
life.

--

'buitenlander' wrote:
> Others on this list have mentioned that they HAVE told someone
> but I can't imagine how on earth they can do that.. if it wasn't
> for ASGL and anon e-mail etc, I would still be in denial.

Well, I am one of those. I have told several people, and most of them
are quite positive (with the exception of my landlady's daughter and
son-in-law of course). Even so it is hard to have to keep it in most
of the time. As for ASGL-L and anon e-mail etc: That's a first step. It
does not come all at once, and maybe there are things that will not
come at all, but you are on the way.

> I eagerly look forward to the day when we can all meet up... if ever

As before, I can only advise you (and anyone else) to grab the
opportunity if you get it. I have met a few other boylovers and
girllovers in person, and it really served me well. Maybe you could
try to visit one of the open days of the young-old-relationships
workgroups of the NVSH? You could go there relatively anonymously,
and still get to talk to other pedophiles (mostly BLs, unfortunately)
in person.

> No-one answered a question I posed some time ago: why April 25th?

It was the date Charles Dodgson (aka Lewis Carroll) first met the
Liddell girls (in particular Alice).

--

'Liberator' wrote:
> Don't you mean PLF (Pedophile Liberation Front)?
> PLF had a 'thoughts' section, I'm not sure if the
> pages were in that section, but I once sent the pages
> to the author of the site (The Slurp), and he told me
> that as far as he knew, McDonald wasn't on the net
> anymore and that he didn't like the idea of putting
> the pages up without their author's permission, but
> later he figured McDonald wouldn't mind it and
> published the pages on his site.

The rumour I have heard, but I cannot vouch for its correctness,
is that 'Ronald McDonald' had been arrested, and that McDonald's was
involved in that - they were rather negative about someone with the
same name (I have been told the name Ronald McDonald was this person's
real name) publishing such material. Bad publicity and such, I
suppose.

--

'Verdi' wrote:
>  Her mother, on the other hand, did.  She went into the girl's mailbox and
> was reading her mail.  She grounded her daughter for 6 months and filed a
> police report against me.  She then e-mailed me telling me how she had filed
> the report and that I was never to speak to her daughter again because I had
> ruined her daughter's life (the mother's words.  I don't understand it a
> bit).

Well, getting grounded for 6 months surely sounds like a life
ruined to me!

--

'Rational' wrote:
> Ideally, I would decide that any nudity, even porn, is OK if it was
> shot with the child's consent (and the parents'), as it was some
> years ago in countries I mentioned). You could still limit that
> consent with a minimum age (it was 9 in Denmark and that's why
> we have Liaka) AND also a maximum age in which parents could
> be protected to take nudes of their babies (a legal loophole nobody
> thinks on).

I disagree with that minimum age. It implies that those same pictures
WOULD be child porn if the children were older. Simple nudes should
simply NOT be regarded porn, and legal for older children as well. In
my opinion, child porn laws should be restricted to only those
pictures showing ACTUAL sex acts, not all those 'I can imagine that
some pedophile might think this is a nice picture so I forbid it's.
My proposed KP law would be something like:

"It is illegal to distribute (possibly add 'or possess') pictures of
 which it is certain or highly likely that a sex crime involving a
 child, or an act that would be such if committed in (jurisdiction of
 the law) at the time of distribution, was used for its production."

--

'Rasputin's Dog' wrote:
> And what about the gay community? What if they had
> never fought for their rights?

> So my question is where are the MLK's of the gl
> community? Where are our Gay Pride Marches?

It does not happen all at once. The first Gay Pride Marches were when
gay emancipation was at least starting to come. When there was some
kind of acceptance in at least a _part_ of the population. When at
least the problems of gays were an issue. It took the gay community
many years, yes decades to come there. We're still at the first step.
The GL community is not ready to fight in the open - first we will
have to HAVE a community, then we will have to convince people that
at least we have the RIGHT to fight. Only when that has been done can
marches etcetera be used as methods.

Your manifesto is a good idea, although you are not the first to do
so, and you will not be the last. We'll have to do something, and this
is the kind of thing to do. As for myself, I am having a website where
I have put some articles, and I am now helping in some Dutch pro-pedo
groups.

--

'Ar' wrote:
> My suggestion, as an adult male whose primary romantic and
> (admittedly) sexual feelings are for little girls of around
> the same age I started, is that we:
>
> 1. quit talking about what we want.
> 2. consider our own childhood experiences.
> 3. start talking about what kids want.

I don't think this is the place for that. This place is meant for us
and our problems, not for political statements to the outside world.
Right now I want to have a girl I can be a friend with. And that's
what I cannot get, and that's what's driving me crazy. If I cannot
talk about my problems here, then where?

> Sorry, my friends, but when you go talking like that you
> are not the kind of grownup I would have chosen to share
> with, back when I was a kid.

Get real! How would you, as a child, know what I'd be doing here on
the list, or on my website, or in politics, or whatever? What a kid
sees is what you do when (s)he's with you. And when I'm with a kid I
am neither talking about what I want nor about what kids wants. Then
I'm just doing things, things (s)he wants (and I want as well).

--

'Korinna' wrote:
> In the meantime I saw the photos in German Vogue. It is
> more than absurd to consider them "dangerous for children".

I saw them too and they are _beautiful_. Maybe they are afraid that
the majority of girls who do not have a world class photographer for
a father would grow jealous?

--

'Padawan' wrote:
> While there might exist some drawbacks, such as
> having to be the disciplinarian on occasion, I would
> consider adopting my honey as a likely scenario.

I have thought about something like that too, but concluded that I
in all probability do not have what it takes to be a single parent.
Not to mention that I don't see how to do this without raising
suspicion...

> Ianthe, you once mentioned that there was a population estimate
> of pedophiles in America. What was that, again?
>
>  [  A draft report (1997) by Peter Marshall, of the UK's Home
>     Office Research and Statistics Directorate, gathered using a
>     computerised database of all convictions, reportedly found that a
>     total of about 2,100 people are currently (1996/7) in UK prisons
>     for sex offences involving children.

Ianthe, you should know better than to equate 'child sex offenders'
with pedophiles! There are both many pedophiles who are not
child sex offenders, and offenders who are not pedophiles.

[snip]

>     If, as is claimed by the child-abuse industry, only 5 per cent
>     of allegations go before a court and an even smaller percentage
>     are found guilty, then simple maths suggests that the Home Office
>     figure of 110,000 should be multiplied by a factor of perhaps
>     20 to take account of those who are never detected, still less
>     charged or convicted.  This calculation (20 x 110,000) would
>     give up a figure of some 3.5 million - somewhere around
>     8.25 percent of the adult UK population ! (and if we accept the
>     most "paedophiles are men" hypothesis, then perhaps '1 in 5'
>     of all males over 14.)  That figure is so high that I suspect
>     there's a statistical flaw somewhere. ]

One flaw I see in this calculation is that even though only 5 percent
of all _cases_ go to court, the percentage of _offenders_ to go to
court may be larger - if 100 men would each offend against 20 children,
and each is caught once, then 5% of all cases go to court, but 100%
of all offenders.

Another, more important, flaw is this misdefinition of 'pedophile'
as 'child sex offender' - the majority of child sex offenders
are not pedophiles (think for example of incest, and remember
that 5 men having sex with 10 daughters is 5 perpetrators, but 1
pedophile having sex with 50 girls is only one).

--

>From the Press snippets:
> _Beware the Child Protectors_

It does not happen often, but sometimes an article makes one change
one's opinions in exactly the opposite direction from that intended
by the author. I too am of the opinion that American child protection
often tends to be too intrusive and take children away from their
parents too fast. 'Erring on the side of caution' is a bad slogan to
go by when there IS no side of caution. Still, by arguing the same
things, the author of this piece has made me less, not more sympathetic
to his or her case. (S)he is complaining about children becoming
'state property'. And of course that is bad. But what is his/her
alternative? It is nowhere said, but it is clear that (s)he is of the
opinion that children are their parents' property. Well, then the
lights turn red for me. Children should be no-one's property but their
own. And if I have to choose between state dictatorship and parental
dictatorship - the answer is not clear at all.

> "The CPPA and the
> Criminalization of Art," a new article by Lawrence Stanley
> discussing current litigation over new amendments to the
> child pornography law that goes further than ever before;

Here in the Netherlands we do not need any amendments for that. Just
a judge who is willing to go along with the prosecution in another,
wider interpretation. If the newest cases are upheld by the High
Council, ANY picture of a child becomes child porn when collected
by a pedophile. At least that's what I understood of it. Suddenly it
seems I have quite a lot of KP in my house (legal copies of Vogue
Bambini, books on child psychology...)

  [ Do you have any English language press-cuttings on that ? ]

> _Mama, we're all guilty now_

A very important piece, in my opinion. Shows one of the fundamental
principles of not only British, but international law being eroded
away. And the examples mentioned are extremely worrying:

> The presumption of guilt is also making inroads in the
> workplace, where the Commission for Racial Equality (CRE)
> wants employers to have to prove that they are not guilty
> of racism, rather than denying they have been so.

How on earth CAN one prove that one is NOT acting racist as an
employer? Actually, the only way I can find is to NEVER have any
contact with employees, prospective employees and all other people
except through a middle man who removes everything that could
indicate the other person's racial background.

'Desire'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Albert Ross' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

_On religion - the gospel according to albertRoss_

I believe not only in an afterlife to which we will return,
but also in a before-life, from which we came.

It seems to me (because it is too depressing to think that
this material existence is all we ever get) that our souls
must come from somewhere, and that, on that plane, we are
somehow aware of everything that exists on this level, to
which we are eventually born.

From that, it would seem to me, each new life carries some
knowledge that must be more advanced than those who came
before.  for instance: I was born in late 1962.  it seems to
me that my soul, which arrived in this sphere at that time,
brought with it a knowledge of all that had existed on this
plane up until then.  A child born yesterday now arrives
with a consciousness, however inarticulate, of an entire
thirty seven years over and above my own.

Therefore this child, inarticulate perhaps, but far newer
than myself, is a more advanced being than I can ever hope
to be, and one from whom I hope, in time, to learn.

I also believe that children are closer to the source of all
that brings us to this place, that living and growing is a
process of moving away from that source, toward such
integration it takes each of us to find our place on this
chaotic material plane, and that, over time, our original
perfection is lost.

Thus, according to my beliefs, children are my religion.

I believe in the magic of the state we label childhood, in
the perfect wisdom and wordless gestalt from which we all
came, and in all the great respect and consideration that is
every child's birthright.

I believe that I, as a grown being, have lost this right,
and that my duty now lies in taking care of the practical
details, in order to ensure, as well as I am able, that
every child is given a space in which to make the most of
his or her own years of grace.

I believe we are living in one of the darkest ages known to
mankind, an age in which the truth has been forgotten, and
in which every effort is made to deny, misinterpret and
pervert the perspectives of those from whom we should be
learning, and that the heathen, instead, are living in the
evil belief that children are their own - to mould in
whatever image or purpose they consider appropriate.

I believe, in this dark age, that it is my duty to work both
toward the enlightenment of the heathen, and, in the
meantime, to continue to do my best, under cover if needs
be, to pay homage to my short gods.

Unfortunately, so far, I seem to be a church of one, and a
somewhat lunatic church at that.  If anyone else out there
has similar perspectives - perhaps we could band together,
declare a few saints and such, and see about getting
ourselves registered a legitimate religion?

If nothing else it might make a decent tax deduction.

toward delight,

'Albert Ross'
------------------------------------------------------------





ends

alt.support.girl-lovers                       27th February 2000
----------------------------------------------------------------
                                        Last: 20th February 2000

          ,,,,,
        /)))))))\
       ((((((((((\
      ((_  _  )))))
      ))e) e ((((((
     (((<     ))))))
        \~     .-'-.
         '--.(                          88
                                        88
 ,adPPYYba,   ,adPPYba,    ,adPPYb,d8   88
 ""     'Y8   I8[    ""   a8"    'Y88   88
 ,adPPPPP88   '"Y8ba,     8b       88   88
 88,    ,88   aa    ]8I   "8a,   ,d88   88
 'YYYYbbd8"   '"YbbdP"'    '"YbbdP"Y8   88
                           aa,    ,88
                            "Y8bbdP



   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]

USA: _Study shows young net grrrls are confident about sex_
UK: _Man's indecency appeal after 50 years_
Netherlands: _Pedophile wants to take up nursery work again._
Netherlands: _May an adult guy (41) have sex with girl of fourteen?_
USA: legal snippet on police "underage meeting" stings:
USA: _FBI Admits Hackers Crippled Its Web Site_
USA: _Former Fed says law enforcers the 'absolute worst people' for Net_
Costa Rica: _Exploited children resistant to reform_
UK: _Straw to cut extra 2,000 jury trials_
UK: House of Lords ruling: _Prosecution must prove absence of belief_
USA & UK: _Children of two 'put on drugs'_
Canada: _New Youth Forum is a riot, kids!_
Movies/TV notes
Art notes
Jokes



USA:
---------------------------------------------------------------

February 25th 2000

_Study shows online grrrls are confident about sexiness_

A new survey of children's and teenagers' online behavior
shows that many young girls claim they turn to the Internet
as a sexual outlet: 60 percent of the girls surveyed reported
having engaged in some kind of sexual activity while online.

The study - using the notoriously unreliable "online
questionnaire" approach - was designed by two professors
at the University of South Florida and an attorney
specializing in children's online safety issues.  They
surveyed 10,800 girls between the ages of 12 and 18
through the Seventeen Online [http://www.seventeen.com/]
Web site.

In addition, the survey found that girls claimed they
frequently meet people in person whom they have encountered
online. Fifteen percent of those online 10 to 12 hours per
week said they had met an online acquaintance offline, and
24 percent of those online at least 12 hours per week
reported doing so.

The study did not ask what transpired at the offline
meetings.

---------------------------------------------------------------




UK:
---------------------------------------------------------------

25th February 2000

_Man's indecency appeal after 50 years_

AN 80-year-old Polish ex-serviceman who has claimed
for more than 50 years that he was the victim of a
miscarriage of justice has had his case referred to the
Court of Criminal Appeal.

George Fraser was jailed for seven years in 1948 for
indecently assaulting his 16-year-old niece.

It emerged yesterday that his case has become the first to
be referred to three appeal judges by the Scottish Criminal
Cases Review Commission, set up last year to address
miscarriages of justice. The retired printing engineer from
Aberdeenshire, who changed his name from Jerzy
Bonca-Tomaszewski, was jailed at the High Court in Dundee
after a lengthy trial. Originally he stood trial with his
Scottish wife, Ethel, who was acquitted when the charges
against her were dropped.

Shaun George, Mr Fraser's lawyer, said yesterday: "There
is no doubt this case has been on his mind ever since his
conviction. All his efforts are being put into preparing
his case for the appeal court. He has spent huge amounts of
time and money preparing his appeal." His legal team plans
to bring fresh evidence to cast doubt on the testimony of
his niece, who died in America several years ago.

Some of the testimony will come from people who knew her
but could not be at the trial because of the difficulties
of travelling from Communist Poland. During the original
trial Major Waclaw Woronowicz, Mr Fraser's commanding
officer in the Polish Army, told the court that Fraser was
"kind to people and animals".

No date has been set for the appeal.

---------------------------------------------------------------



Netherlands [approx. translation]:
---------------------------------------------------------------

9th February 2000

_Pedophile wants to take up nursery work again._

A Zwolle pedophile wants to resume his volunteer work in a nursery.
Last Tuesday he voiced his demand for the Zwolle administrative court.

A pedophile can be a child friend instead of a child rapist. That
opinion a man from Zwolle put up for consideration Tuesday with
administrative judge W. Miltenburg LLM. The pedophile concerned got
permission from the local authorities to do volunteer work in the
nursery of refugee center while keeping his unemployment benefit.

But that permission was as quickly withdrawn when, after an anonymous
tip, his sexual orientation came to light. The man regards it unjust
that he would not be allowed to work with children; he has a clean
record and in his former residence worked in out-of-school relief
and children's camps. 'There they beg me to come back. I would never
sexually harm them. It is unjustice to keep me away from children. I
should not be discriminated against because of my feelings.'

Mayor and Eldermen of Zwolle, speaking through an intermediary, let it
be known that they find it a pity for the man, but do not want to
share the responsibility when something would happen. 'It is a hot
item and an important problem in society.' The refugee center would
also be put in a quandary; the man would probably not have been
appointed there if his orientation had been known before. 'If one can
make a difference between groups of children at all, then those in a
refugee center are even more vulnerable than elsewhere', the
functionary stated. Mayor and Eldermen are of the opinion that other
volunteer work can be found for the man, where they assume that this
will link to what is wanted on the labour market.

No abuse

Barrister J.J. Roossien LLM in name of the man said that he is of the
opinion Mayor and Eldermen are weighing up the wrong factors. 'This
is a person who frankly admits to have special feelings towards
children, and there is no abuse or such under discussion. Someone can
have all kinds of thoughts, but whether one can punish them for that?
That parents can get troubled if this gets known is understandable,
but whether that is a factor that can have negative consequences for
my client is questionable.'

Roossien also raised the question whether someone's sexual orientation
may be stored in municipal files at all. 'In my opinion that is not
allowed. Privacy is damaged. I also am of the opinion that these data
may not be used.' Decision in six weeks.

--

17th February 2000

_May an adult guy (41) have sex with girl of fourteen?_

May a man have sex with a girl? The girl, 14, says yes. So does her
friend. But the law does not allow it. The judge now has to decide
whether the man must be punished.

It is a special image, certainly in the court room of the Almelo court.
A couple in love is walking to the exit, hand in hand. Just before he,
the now 42 year old Almelo man K. was in the dock. Suspected of
fornication with his girlfriend; then fourteen. They are still very
much in love.

The adult does not deny. He once was drunk on a party, she is supposed
to have seduced him, they had sex. She got pregnant and decided to get
aborted, also because she is much younger than his oldest son (17)
from an earlier marriage. Her parents acquiesced in the relation with
a man a full 27 years their daughter's senior; she is allowed to meet
him in the weekends - by day.

For the Prosecution Council the intercourse gets a follow-up. Sex with
minors is simply punishable. For council for the prosecution Mrs.
P. van der Valk LLM things have to stay that way, certainly for the time
being. "41 year old men should not have intercourse with a girl of
just fourteen years old. Fourteen year old girls should giggle or
faint about Leonardo DiCaprio. They should not take care of yet two
more children and get problems through a pregnancy. They should be
protected against their own lack of wisdom.' She calls for 140 hours
of community service and a suspended sentence of four months for K.

Barrister E.D. Breuning ten Cate LLM states that the girl's parents
and guardian did not issue a complaint. Childcare did after the
abortion, of its own volition. According to the lawyer his client
cannot be prosecuted because of that. He also regards that as
unnecessary. "Should fourteen year old girls in the year 2000 still
faint for Mr. DiCaprio?" Times are changing. He calls the proposed
community service 'a veiled encroachment on the relationship'. K.
would only be able to fulfill such a punishment in the weekends.

The court decides next Tuesday.

---------------------------------------------------------------





USA: legal snippet on police "underage meeting" stings:
---------------------------------------------------------------

[...] As long as the suspect and not the undercover agent
proposed the meeting, such sting operations are legitimate,
said Racine attorney Mark Nielsen, president of the
Wisconsin Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.

---------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
---------------------------------------------------------------

_FBI Admits Hackers Crippled Its Web Site_

Feb 25th 2000

WASHINGTON -- The FBI acknowledged today that electronic
activists shut down its own Internet site for hours last
week in the same type of attack that disrupted some of
the Web's major commercial sites. The bureau's Web site,
www.fbi.gov, remained inaccessible for more than three
hours Feb. 18 because attackers overwhelmed it by
transmitting spurious signals.

--

19th February 2000

_Law enforcers the 'absolute worst people' for Net security
- former Fed_

A security expert today told the Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee that "the absolute worst people
to coordinate Internet security are law enforcement."

With a uniquely authoritative background as a trial
attorney in the Department of Justice's Criminal Division,
who was assigned specifically to prosecuting cyber-crime,
Mark Rasch flatly told the Committee Congress "should
not allow law enforcement to take it upon themselves to
regulate Internet architecture or technical standards,"

His reasons were many. First, and most simply, no one in
his right mind trusts the Feds, an observation borne out by
the reluctance of perfectly sober network administrators to
install official software to detect the "floodnet" attacks
against web sites, chiefly because the NIPC stubbornly
refused to release the source code.

People didn't like the idea of loading an "official" FBI
application on their systems without first having a peek at
its inner workings. They were inhibited, no doubt, by a
nagging fear that the Feds could implant malicious,
"back-door" code of their own, and thereby render their
obvious ambitions to snoop into every corner of cyber-space
immensely more convenient to achieve.

He spoke also of a brain-drain from high-tech law
enforcement bodies towards a far more lucrative private
security industry. The subtext here is that law enforcement
subsists on under-qualified high-tech newbies who move on
to greener pastures as soon as they've learned enough to be
of use to the private sector. The FBI itself cites employee
retention as one of his greatest challenges, and noting
that government pay is inadequate to attract qualified
personnel.

---------------------------------------------------------------




South America:
---------------------------------------------------------------

February 20th 2000

_Exploited children resistant to reform_

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica --

[ Snip -- "Strict laws elsewhere send pedophiles to Costa
Rica", etc. ]

And although the minimum age for prostitution is 18 (and
sexual contact of any kind under age 15 is illegal),
underage boys and girls have inevitably come under the
sway of a booming sex industry that some activists believe
has become a vital sector of the economy.

[...]

There was only one conviction in all of Costa Rica last
year related to sexual exploitation of children.  Until
late last year, possession of child pornography was not
illegal and the statute used to go after customers of
underage prostitutes applied only if a child was "virginal."

But perhaps the toughest obstacle facing the police is
that they get no cooperation at all from the children they
are trying to help. "When I've helped the police do a raid
on a bar, the people who are the angriest are not the
clients, but the girls themselves, the prostitutes,"
Harris admits. "The way they see it, we're taking their
livelihoods away. When they see themselves as a worker
rather than a victim, it's very difficult to help them."

It is the seeming intractability of the young prostitutes
themselves that authorities and social workers find most
frustrating.

[...]

---------------------------------------------------------------




UK:
---------------------------------------------------------------

24th February 2000

_Straw to cut extra 2,000 jury trials_

JACK STRAW pitched himself into a fresh battle over plans
to limit jury trial yesterday, saying that his new Bill
will mean even more defendants being denied trial by
jurors.

The Home Secretary announced that he was dropping a
requirement that magistrates look at the impact of a
conviction on a person's reputation and job before deciding
if they should have jury trial. Instead, magistrates will
look at the circumstances of the offence and not the
offender, Mr Straw said.

Revising the Bill thus will also enables ministers to bypass
the Lords if the House of Lords seek to obstruct it again.

But rebel MPs served notice that they will table an amendment
seeking to wreck the Home Secretary's revised Mode of Trial
Bill when it is brought before Parliament next month. So
far 60 Labour MPs have called on the Government to shelve
the Bill.

Mr Straw also faces the united wrath of the legal
profession, with the Law Society, which represents
solicitors, the Bar Council, on behalf of barristers, and
the civil liberties group Liberty all challenging him to
abandon the Bill.

---------------------------------------------------------------




UK legal notes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

25th February 2000

_House of Lords - Prosecution must prove absence of belief_

_B (a Minor) v Director of Public Prosecutions_

Before Lord Irvine of Lairg, Lord Chancellor, Lord Mackay
of Clashfern, Lord Nicholls of Birkenhead, Lord Steyn and
Lord Hutton

** For a conviction under section 1(1) of the Indecency with
Children Act 1960 it was necessary for the prosecution to
prove the absence of a genuine belief on the part of the
accused, which did not have to be on reasonable grounds,
that the victim was 14 or over. **

The House of Lords allowed an appeal by the defendant from
the Queen's Bench Divisional Court (Lord Justice Brooke, Mr
Justice Tuckey and Mr Justice Rougier) ((1999) 3 WLR 116)
which had dismissed his appeal by case stated against his
conviction at Harrow Youth Court on January 27, 1998.
He had on March 17 been made subject to a supervision order
for 18 months.

The defendant was charged with inciting a girl aged under
14 to commit an act of gross indecency with him contrary to
section 1(1) of the 1960 Act. At his trial he initially
pleaded not guilty.

At the start of the trial the justices were asked to rule
as to whether his state of mind constituted a defence to
the charge. They ruled that it did not. He changed his plea
to guilty.

The question for the opinion of the High Court was whether
the justices were correct in convicting him when he had
held an honest belief that the girl was over 14.
Section 1 of the 1960 Act provides:

"(1) Any person who commits an act of gross indecency with
or towards a child under the age of 14, or who incites a
child under that age to such an act with him or another,
shall be liable on conviction (on indictment or summary
conviction to imprisonment or a fine or both)."

Mr Patrick O'Connor, QC, Mr Peter Clark and Mr Andrew
Bodnar for the defendant; Mr Anthony Scrivener, QC and Mr
Andrew Radcliffe for the Crown.

LORD NICHOLLS said that section 1(1) of the 1960 Act said
nothing about the mental element. Accordingly, the
starting-point for a court was the established common law
presumption that a mental element, traditionally labelled
"mens rea", was an essential ingredient unless Parliament
had indicated a contrary intention either expressly or by
necessary implication: see *Sweet v Parsley *((1970) AC
132, 148-149).

Where a defendant had acted under a mistaken view of the
facts, the presumption had been expressed traditionally in
terms that an honest mistake did not avail him unless it
had been made on reasonable grounds: see *R v Tolson*
((1889) 23 QBD 168, 181) and *Bank of New South Wales v
Piper* ((1897) AC 383, 389-390).

In *Sweet v Parsley,* Lord Diplock had said (at p 163):
"... a general principle of construction of any enactment,
which creates a criminal offence, [is] that ... the words
... are ... to be read as subject to the implication that a
necessary element in the offence is the absence of a
belief, held honestly and upon reasonable grounds, in the
existence of facts which, if true, would make the act
innocent."

The "reasonable belief" school of thought had held
unchallenged sway for many years. But over the last quarter
of a century there had been several important cases where
the courts had preferred the "honest belief" approach,
placing new, or renewed, emphasis on the subjective nature
of the mental element.

When mens rea was ousted by a mistaken belief, it was as
well ousted by an unreasonable belief as by a reasonable
belief: see *R v Kimber* ((1983) 1 WLR 1118, 1122) and *R v
Williams (Gladstone)*((1987) 3 All ER 411, 415): see also
*R v Morgan* ((1976) AC 182); *R v Kimber* ((1983) 1 WLR
1118); *Beckford v The Queen *((1988) AC 130); and
*Blackburn v Bowering* ((1994) 1 WLR 1324).

Considered as a matter of principle, the honest belief
approach must be preferable. By definition, the mental
element in a crime was concerned with a subjective state of
mind, such as intent or belief.

To the extent that an overriding objective limit ("on
reasonable grounds") was introduced, the subjective element
was displaced. The traditional formulation of the common
law presumption, in so far as it envisaged that a mistaken
belief had to be based on reasonable grounds, was out of
step with recent authority.

It seemed to be a relic from the days when a defendant
could not give evidence in his own defence. It was not
surprising that in those times juries had judged a
defendant's state of mind by the conduct to be expected of
a reasonable person.

The formulation had now to be modified, otherwise it would
not be an accurate reflection of the current state of the
criminal law regarding mistakes of fact. Lord Diplock's
dictum had in future to be read as though the reference to
reasonable grounds were omitted.

"Necessary implication" connoted an implication that was
compellingly clear. It might be found in the language used,
the nature of the offence, the mischief sought to be
prevented and any other circumstances that might assist in
determining what intention was properly to be attributed to
Parliament.

The statutory context of section 1 apart, there was no
great difficulty. The section had created an entirely new
criminal offence, in simple unadorned language. It was a
serious offence.

The more serious the offence, the greater was the weight to
be attached to the presumption, because the more severe was
the punishment and the graver the stigma that accompanied a
conviction.

Further, the offence was drawn broadly. It could embrace
conduct ranging from predatory approaches by a much older
paedophile to consensual sexual experimentation between
precocious teenagers of whom the offender might be the
younger.

The conduct might be depraved by any acceptable standard,
or it might be relatively innocuous behaviour in private
between two young people.

Those factors reinforced, rather than negatived, the
application of the presumption.

The purpose of the section was, of course, to protect
children. An age ingredient had, therefore, been an
essential ingredient of the offence. But that factor in
itself did not assist greatly.

Without more, it did not lead to the conclusion that
liability had been intended to be strict so far as the age
element was concerned, so that the offence was committed
irrespective of the offender's belief about the age of the
victim and of how he had come to hold that belief.
Nor could much weight be attached to a fear that it might
be difficult sometimes for the prosecution to prove that
the defendant had known that the child was under 14 or had
been recklessly indifferent about its age: see *Thomas v
The King* ((1937) 59 CLR 279, 309): "... a lack of
confidence in the ability of a tribunal correctly to
estimate evidence of states of mind and the like can never
be sufficient ground for excluding from inquiry the most
fundamental element in a rational and humane criminal
code."

Similarly, it was far from clear that strict liability
regarding the age ingredient would further the purpose of
section 1 more effectively than would be the case if a
mental element were read into the offence. There was no
general agreement that strict liability was necessary to
the enforcement of the law protecting children in sexual
matters.

The statutory background was the Crown's strongest point.
The Crown had submitted that the law in this field had been
regarded as settled for well over 100 years, ever since *R
v Prince* ((1875) LR 2 CCR 154), that the Sexual Offences
Act 1956 had not been intended to change that established
law and that section 1 of the 1960 Act was to be read with
the 1956 Act.

In this field, where Parliament intended belief as to age
to be a defence, that was stated expressly: see, for
instance, the "young man's defence" in section 6(3) of the
1956 Act.

That was a formidable argument, but his Lordship could not
accept it. Leaving on one side Mr O'Connor's sustained
criticisms of the reasoning in *R v Prince* and *R v
Maughan* ((1934) 24 Cr App R 130), where the Crown's
argument broke down was that the motley collection of
offences, of diverse origins, gathered into the 1956 Act
displayed no satisfactorily clear or coherent pattern.
If the interpretation of section 1 of the 1960 Act was to
be gleaned from the contents of another statute, that other
statute had to give compelling guidance.

The 1956 Act as a whole fell short of that standard. So did
sections 14 and 15, which had been the genesis of section
1.

Accordingly, his Lordship could not find, either in the
statutory context or otherwise, any indication of
sufficient cogency to displace the application of the
common law presumption.

The necessary mental element regarding the age ingredient
in section 1 of the 1960 Act was the absence of a genuine
belief by the accused that the victim was 14 or above. The
burden of proof of that rested on the prosecution in the
usual way.

If Parliament considered that the position should be
otherwise regarding this serious social problem, it had
itself to confront the difficulties and express its will in
clear terms.

The Lord Chancellor agreed with Lord Nicholls. Lord Mackay
agreed with Lord Nicholls, Lord Steyn and Lord Hutton. Lord
Steyn delivered an opinion concurring in allowing the
appeal.

LORD HUTTON, also concurring in allowing the appeal, said
that he shared the regret of Lord Justice Brooke (at p136)
that Parliament did not take account of the expert advice
that it had received over the years from the Criminal Law
Revision Committee and the Law Commission and did not
address its mind, in enacting legislation creating or
restating criminal offences, to the issue whether mens rea
should be a constituent part of the offences and did not
state in clear terms whether or not mens rea was required.

Solicitors: T. Cryan &Co, Wealdstone; Crown Prosecution
Service, Ludgate Hill.

------------------------------------------------------------




Science:
------------------------------------------------------------

February 2000

_evolution_ : Sugar Daddy simulations

Evolutionary theory (plainly an activity performed by men
of a Certain Age) suggests that sensible girls with their
eye on the future should choose to mate with old farts
rather than young bucks. The reasoning is that the more
mature male will -- by virtue of his age -- be a veteran of
the University of Life, and have survived the diseases,
fights and other trials of youth. His age will mark him out
as the possessor of Genes of Quality. Either that, or he
is more likely to have a life policy of a maturity
commensurate with his own.

Putting aside such cynicism, a number of field studies
suggest that a girl's best friend is her sugar daddy, even
when the male concerned contributes only sperm to the
family unit and scarpers immediately afterwards. Females
choose to endure such cads because their genes, if not
their behaviour, are superior, and this somehow makes up
for it.

But does this so-called 'good-genes' explanation of female
choice really stand close scrutiny? Christopher W. Beck and
Larkin A. Powell of the University of Georgia, Athens,
Georgia, think not, and they present their explanation in a
report in *Evolutionary Ecology Research*.

Beck and Powell explore female choice as a function of male
age in a computer simulation based on 'viability' -- the
chances that a male will live long and prosper, rather than
croak at a young age. All other things being equal, the
researchers show that in species in which males provide
only sperm, females will go for younger males: the
good-genes explanation doesn't work.

Or does it? Examining earlier simulations designed to
explore mating preferences, the researchers found that the
evolution of a girl's choice depended strongly on the
life-history traits of the species as a whole. Females were
much more likely to prefer older males in species with high
juvenile mortality and low adult mortality. In such
species, older men will be desirable because of their
survival value. But in the converse situation -- low
juvenile but high adult mortality -- females do better by
choosing younger mates.

1.

Beck, C.W. & Powell, L.
_Evolution of female mate choice based on male age:
are older males better mates?_
Evolutionary Ecology Research 2, 107-118 (2000).
http://www.evolutionary-ecology.com/

------------------------------------------------------------




UK headline:
------------------------------------------------------------

_The Observer_

27th February 2000

_MIND-CONTROL DRUG THREAT FOR CHILDREN_

More than three-quarters of a million children could be
given untested drugs to control their behaviour - against
their wishes and those of their parents. The spectre is
raised by legislation planned by the Government to give
increased powers to psychiatrists.

---------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
---------------------------------------------------------------

_Children of two 'put on drugs'_

A new study published yesterday in the Journal of
the American Medical Association reported that use of
psychiatric drugs among pre-school children had risen by
50 per cent between 1991 and 1995.

Hundreds of thousands of American children between
the ages of two and four are taking psychiatric drugs
such as Prozac and Ritalin. They are often taking the
medication at the insistence of parents who are too busy
working to stay at home with their children.

However, the study gave warning that little research had
been done on the long-term effects of the drugs on young
bodies and minds. The researchers looked at pre-school
children in three states and their use of stimulants,
anti-depressants, anti-psychotics and clonidine, used to
treat high blood pressure in adults and insomnia in
children.

Substantial increases were found in every category except
anti-psychotics. The number of children in these three
states alone taking any of the drugs rose from 100,000 to
150,000 between 1991 and 1995. In 1995, 90,000 of the
children on drugs were four years old, 45,000 were three
and 15,000 were two.

The study confirms the anecdotal evidence of increased
drug administering among pre-school children. The researchers
say there is a growing acceptance of drugs as a quick fix
for parents anxious about their children - or about their
own neglect of them.

In an editorial to accompany the study, Dr Joseph Coyle,
of Harvard Medical School's psychiatry department, said:
"There is no evidence to support psychotropic treatment in
very young children." He said that there were real concerns
that the drugs might harm brain development.

The increase in clonidine in particular was concerning,
the researchers found. Its use for troublesome children
was "new and largely uncharted".

---------------------------------------------------------------




Canada:
------------------------------------------------------------

23rd February 2000

_Hey, that new Youth Forum is a riot, kids!_


QUEBEC CITY --  Young protesters clashed with riot police
during a demonstration against the province's youth summit
last night, with police firing tear gas into the unruly crowd,
which retaliated by lobbing two Molotov cocktails and a
torrent of snowballs.

About 2,000 young people, members of youth groups who turned
down invitations to attend the summit, waved signs and red
flags in what they named a 'countersummit'. Then they
tried to force their way past a police cordon to enter the
summit's gala opening at the Grand Theatre de Quebec.

Premier Lucien Bouchard had not yet arrived when the youths
reached the main entrance, straining to get through the
locked doors. When police officers police carrying riot
shields and wearing helmets and flak jackets started beating
them back, protesters began shaking an awning, ripping it
from its stanchions, and began drumming on windows with
sticks and fists. The officers - whose barricades were
summarily tossed aside - seemed overwhelmed and called
in the Quebec City police riot squad.

Moments later, the squad began shoving youths aside and
lashing out with billy clubs, striking a CBC cameraman and
a radio reporter in the process.

Then the tear gas started billowing, and the youth groups
scattered throughout a neighbouring park. There they
regrouped and again showered police with projectiles, even
throwing back tear-gas canisters.

Quebec City police spokesman Lynn Jacques said the officers
had no choice but to push the protesters back when they
poured over the barricades. "We had set up a security
perimeter and they breached it." she said.

Moments after the first volley of tear gas, the crowd
pelted police with rocks, hundreds of snowballs, pieces of
wood and a pair of Molotov cocktails, the second of which
splashed flaming gas on police officers, setting their pant
legs alight.

"This is very violent. It's a provocation by the police.
This is how Mr. Bouchard answers the youth of the province,
by sending in the riot squad," said Charles Sainte-Marie,
one of the protest's organizers.

There were no arrests during the incident. Some of the
young protesters resolutely blamed the police for what
they called repressive tactics.

"They would rather gas us than hear what we want to say.
This is almost fascism, to do what they did. It's a black
eye for democracy," said Joanne Paquin, 19, adding more
protests are scheduled for today.

The riot capped a tumultuous opening day for the summit.
During the opening assembly, a string of young people
expressed unhappiness with the proceedings. The situation
was made a sham, it was claimed, by the fact only just
over one third of Forum participants were age 30 or younger.

Sentiments were further inflamed by reports that Bouchard
and Education Minister Francois Legault met with 30
business leaders in Montreal on Sunday for an expensive
filet-mignon dinner to discuss the summit.

"The future of our province's youth doesn't get decided
over a steak," said Annie Simard of Forum Jeunesse Quebec.

The summit was designed to bring youth groups together
with politicians and business leaders to talk about the
the Parti Quebcois's youth policy.

----------------------------------------------------------






UK: Movies/TV notes
----------------------------------------------------------

February 27th 2000

_Barrie's boys_ - new documentary & a film by Ken Russell_

In the winter of 1904 many well-to-do Londoners noticed a
worryingly self-destructive streak in their children.
Across the city, youngsters were reported to be launching
themselves off beds, chairs, nursery tables and
tree-houses, their spirits - if not their bodies -
momentarily borne up by the delusion they could fly.
One man was to blame for this epidemic of abrasions and
minor concussions: J M Barrie, the Scottish playwright of
that year's west end runaway stage success, Peter Pan.

A century after Barrie's historic encounter in Kensington
Gardens with the boys who inspired him to write Peter Pan,
his flight of fancy has lost none of its power to bewitch.
In Kirriemuir, Barrie's Angus birthplace, plans are
underway to recreate a never, never land in the Pathhead
fields where the writer played as a boy. Next month a Peter
Pan-themed adventure playground, dedicated to the memory of
Diana, Princess of Wales, opens in London's Kensington
Gardens.

Nor has Barrie's own sad, controversial story, first
examined in the 1970s, [Birkin, Andrew.  J.M. Barrie and
the Lost Boys. London.  Constable, 1979. - also filmed, I
think?] lost its fascination. Ken Russell's next film will
be about Barrie's life. He has written the script and
shooting should begin soon.

To coincide with the 100th anniversary of Barrie's meeting
with the boys, a BBC Scotland Ex-S programme will be
screened next month which explores Barrie's complex
relations with George, Michael, Peter, Jack and Nico
Llewelyn Davies, the five adoptive sons to whom Peter Pan
is dedicated.

In J M Barrie: The Boy Who Couldn't Grow Up, the director
Kevin McMunigal revisits a debate about how events in
Barrie's private life informed the dark underbelly of Peter
Pan.

[snip of standard journalistic boilerplate about 'repressed
emotions' etc - read the book mentioned above if you want
an accurate picture]

Barrie experts such as Professor Ronald Jack, of Edinburgh
University, would like to see the debate move on from these
interpretations and look instead at his neglected novels,
journalism and stage plays.

"In academia there's a reassessment going on, but that
doesn't get aired in the public domain," says Jack. "I
think it's time the allegorical aspects of Barrie's work,
his championing of Darwinism and his interest in
metaphysics, even feminism, was discussed. He was a very
odd man, but he was not a simplistic writer. All his works
are multi-layered - this psychoanalytical approach tends to
oversimplify."

"I think he's a far more complex and interesting writer
than is often portrayed," says Professor Douglas Gifford,
of Glasgow University. "I think there's a direct line
between Barrie, Tolkien and C S Lewis. But he never
belonged anywhere, not as a Scottish or English writer, or
as a writer for adults or children. Up to the time of his
death there were people in Kirriemuir who felt he'd done a
real disservice to the town."

[...]

_J M Barrie: The Boy Who Couldn't Grow Up_ is on
BBC 2 Scotland, on Monday March 13 at 10.00pm.

----------------------------------------------------------




Art notes:
----------------------------------------------------------

UK:

"Among those up for the 15,000 UKP prize sponsored by The
Times newspaper are Anne Gaskell (USA), who's critically
acclaimed Override was based on _Alice in Wonderland_.

In Proxy, her new photographic work, a nurse's white uniform
is worn by girls of different ages, performing mysterious
tasks in a green summer landscape with winter skies. Dark
flowing hair, the mingled limbs of adolescent girls and
strange angles infuse her photographs with surreal
suggestion and sexual tension. [...] The exhibition
continues until 25th March."

[Annoyingly, no venue for the exhibition is mentioned! :(
I assume London? ]

--

UK:

[...]                                "London-based Anna
Gardiner's approach to figurative painting is somewhat
unusual because she does not produce specific portraits.
Rather she tends to look at people and wonder how they
might have appeared as a child. Subjects are
non-sentimental in their portrayal and usually set against
plain, brightly coloured, textural abstract backgrounds,
but Anna's brushwork has a wonderful perception of balance
and tone, admirably knitted together by skilled
draughtsmanship and a warm humour that pervades throughout.

Girls dominate Anna's compositions, boys very rarely making
an appearance. Why? The trouble with boys is that dresses
fall in more interesting shapes than trousers. Also boys
have dull hair, for a painter. On the emotional side, I
don't know as much about how boys work. I'm one of three
sisters and I went to an all-girls school. But who knows?
With the girls creeping into adolescence, maybe more boys
will make an appearance.' An artist very much at the
threshold of her career, Anna Gardiner is, I believe,
destined for ever greater things."

----------------------------------------------------------




Jokes:
----------------------------------------------------------

On BoyChat there was a lightbulb joke contest.  Here are
the winners, given a girl-love twist...

*How many girl-lovers does it take to change a lightbulb?"*

--

One to actually do the change, and one to distract
his girl from tugging at the chair legs while he's
at it.

--

One, but it'll take a while because he has to look for a
cute girl to lift up to help him change it first.

--

None. Once a light bulb always a light bulb!

--

None... we fantasize about doing it instead.

--

It's impossible - they'd worship the light bulb's
smooth hairless body so much that they couldn't bear
to do something as crass as screwing it in.

----------------------------------------------------------




Undo:
----------------------------------------------------------

In last week's UK story on the murder of a paedophile, the
police officer making the comments was apparently a former
police officer, who had worked on the case but recently
retired.

----------------------------------------------------------
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'de buitenlander' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello there,

After a couple of weeks of psychological up and down, I'm up again.  The
sun is out and spring is on the way.  I had a lovely weekend in Amsterdam,
wandering around the art galleries small and large.  Several highlights, if
you're able to make it to Amsterdam in the next month.  Praag 2000 is an
exhibition of Art Deco from turn-of-last-century Prague at the Van Gogh
Museum, until March 26th.  Apart from being a wonderful exhibition in its
own right, it features some of the nude girl art of Franti?ek Drtikol and
the most delightful, huge (2 x 4m) painting "Allegory: pastorale" by Karel
Ma?ek which features 14 (!) naked, pubescent boys and girls frolicking.

Stunning... The illustrated catalogue is available, too, and can even
also be bought in musea and large art galleries throughout the Netherlands.
Art Unlimited (Postbus 1760, 1000BT Amsterdam, Netherlands) also publish a
series of postcards showing the beautiful little girl art photos of Jan
Saudek, mostly unavailable elsewhere.  The postcards of real interest are
numbered B759, F1698, F1769*, F1913*, F1937, F2085*, F2086*.  They cost
approx fl1.50 ($US 0.70).  Those marked * would fail the US / British child
pornography laws as they are at the moment (pornography or art???).

  [ British law allows UK customs (importation) officers to be very
    wide-ranging in what they can stop and destroy, even material
    which would be legal if published inside the country. ]

I was in one museum looking at a display of porcelain.  An Italian small
girl (7 or 8) walked round the display, and on each side jumped up and
tried to look in. She did this on all four sides of the display.  On the
fourth one, she caught my eye.  Speaking little or no Italian, I asked in
sign language if she would like to be lifted up to look in.  A smile
returned meant "yes".  So I lifted her up and held her for 10 seconds or so
and put her down again, and off she ran, having thrown another smile at me.

Later I saw her with her mother, and they both smiled at me.  Things like
this make life worth living, but I could get arrested for it in the UK or
USA.

--

Thanks to everyone who answered my question about the date 25th April.  I
have been wearing my yellow hear badge in public for two weeks now.  No-one
has asked me what it means!  How do I answer them?  "It's to help me
remember all the young children I meet"; "I am a paedophile and I would
like to develop a meaningful, honest, mutually satisfying relationship with
your 7 year old daughter"; "It's to remember all the people who love Alice,
you know, the little girl in Wonderland".  Help, please!!!

Deciding to wear my badge made me realise that I have to try to come out to
people I trust.  Back in the UK a few weeks ago, I was in McDonalds with a
friend of mine, when I got side-tracked into flirting with (chatting up) a
group of 9 year olds ("well, they looked like 9 year olds, officer").  When
we left, my friend turned to me and asked me whether I had heard some of
them calling me "paedo" behind my back.  My response was along the lines of
"So what?".  To my surprise, he replied, "yeah, so what?" and we left it at
that.  I trust him, and from our past he knows that I like to be with or
around younger girls.  The next step's a big one.

--

'Desire' (hi!) wrote lots on the alleged high intelligence of paedophiles.

To add to the discussion, I think it's a figment of the media's
imagination that we are all super-intelligent beings with IQs over 500.  As
I see it, we are forced into a situation where we have to be clever in
order not to be caught.  We have to hide things (very devious).  We have to
use encryption (very clever), use the internet a lot (very clever), and
many of us also have a strongly developed liking for creative arts (very
clever).  We often have elaborate, long-tern and well-developed courtship
rituals (very clever).  If you're clever, then you must also be highly
intelligent.  This is the media's logic.  Therefore, we are _all_ highly
intelligent.  The fact that we engage more regularly in rational debate
also helps to fuel the fiction, as Desire pointed out.

--

'Desire' wrote:
>Anyone else finding it strange that it is ok for adults to see nude
>children but not for children?

I do!

On a happy side, I am going back to the UK this weekend, and hope to see my
sweetheart Alexa.  There is a party lined up, and possibly swimming along
with my own two girls.  "Oh, you have kids?" I hear you ask.  Yes (read old
posts from waaaay back).  Two girls, too :-)  I'm divorced and they have
grown up seeing me about once every 4-5 weeks or so.  What do they think
about all the time I spend with Alexa?  They take it for granted.  It
happens.  Sometimes it worries me when life is this simple.  What is going
to happen next?  More anon.

Kind regards,

'de buitenlander'
-------------------------------------------------------------------





'Dalderious' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

>   [ ASGL-L is now four years old, having started
>     on 14th February 1996.  We now have well over
>    500 subscribers. ]

Congratulation, to you, the list, and all the
participants!

--

'Desire' wrote:
>>'Dalderious' asked:
>> If anyone knows a way that I can let her know that
>> I care, and that I truly appreciate her attention,
>> no matter how small, please tell me. But it much be
>> a short method. I hope you understand.
>
> I think the simplest way would be to simply tell her
> "it is always a pleasure for me to see you," or
> something like that. Need not be extremely suspect
> either - people will probably think you are just
> flattering her a little.

I may just try that. However, I have found out that
they are going to be celebrating a family occasion to
which many are invited. This has happened once before,
and I stuck around until the end. Rachel actually sat
next to me. For a few minutes I was in heaven,
chatting with this beautiful girl. 'Tis a shame that I
didn't take the opportunity then to tell her what I
felt. Now that a similar situation it is coming up, I
hope I fall into the same circumstance, and spend at
least a few minutes with her. Then I will most
certainly tell her how much I enjoy her. But for the
meanwhile, I think that sentence will have to suffice.

--

On another note, Rebbecah's sister is growing up. She
ought to be three soon. She seems to be preparing for
this event as her family's beauty is beginning to take
form on her face. When I see her I think about
Rebeccah. However, I hope that I will have the
opportunity to have a nice relationship with her as
well. That whole family is a beautiful family. That it
why I cannot be bitter about what happened with
Rebeccah.

--

Over the weekend I spent a wonderful day at someone's
house. I have been there a few times, and it seems to
slowly be gaining momentum.

They have a few daughters. I will just name one, let's
call her Sandy. She is 8 years old. She has two
younger sisters, 4(?) and 5(?), and 2 older sisters,
10(?) and 11. There are three boys as well. A large
family indeed!

The eldest daughter is alright looking. To put it
bluntly, if I was forced to live with her, I wouldn't
complain. But she has a nice body. Not an ugly face,
but a nice face with some non-beautifulness in it.
(Does that make any sense?)

She likes to read, is very talkative, and a pleasure
to be near. She is a bit of a baby though. When told
to do something she always complains. She definitely
needs to learn responsibility. I kind of like her, and
I look forward to seeing her. And that has nothing to
do with the three panty flashes she inadvertently gave
me the other day. :-) (But who's counting.)

Then there's the 10 year old. A big cry baby. Plump
too. However, she is the type that could use a good
hug, though I doubt she'd accept it from me. Too bad.

What's even better is her friends. She has three that
I have seen. One non-beautiful one (but nice and
smart. I enjoyed talking math with her one day).
Another that I know already but hardly ever see (but
she always smiles. And a couple years or so ago, she
gave me some attention, I hope I can gain that back.
She has beauty, she's thin, and she wears stylish
glasses. I guess that I see happiness in her, and I
like her above all her siblings.) And finally there
the one that I met now. A beautiful girl. A bit shy.
Just the way I like 'em. She took to me well, and I
hope this can be the start of a nice friendship.

--

Then there is Sandy. I can't figure her out. When
no-one is looking she'll sit on my lap, tickle me, and
talk to me. When anyone is near, she gives my funny
looks, tries to ignore me, and leaves when she gets a
chance. Rather beautiful though, and clearly my
favourite. Though she shouldn't be since I seem to
enjoy her eldest sister's company quite a bit.

Black hair, fair skin, not too skinny, and certainly
not fat. Nice legs, and a great smile.

The two younger ones are great. Loving hugs, and I can
get them to lay on me when I'm reading. If only for
those hugs, my whole life has worth!

--

Now it's time for bed. I have but one complaint. With
all these new angels, I can't decide who to dream
about!!

Sweet dreams.

'Dalderious'
------------------------------------------------------




'Mneme' writes:
------------------------------------------------------

Padawan apparently forgot to tell me not to put my
'name' _only_ on the subject line. Just a note so
you-all know which '?' was writing in last posting
(now I've caught up on reading here).

So far, my impressions: I like the april 25 idea. I
would like to add daisy petals around the suggested
yellow heart; my favorite place as a child was a
field of them. besides, daisies are an 'uncomplicated'
flower, like children, and can be used to denote love.
(There should definitely be an odd number of petals)

I enjoy hearing stories of the explorations of new
lg's, and appreciate the ironies of social acceptance.
A friend - who I told about my views on who abused me
(my dad's business partner) - is no longer my friend.
I wasn't surprised.

A social worker told me as a child that I was too
young to know what was and wasn't abuse. I was
twelve. I am an angry woman. Not at gl's - at the
limited-minds whose prime sources are either irrelevant
or jealous, perhaps both.

I hope I am bringing something significant to your
table.

'Mneme'
------------------------------------------------------




'Sanctuary' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

'Spike' wrote:

What is the difference between you not showing Kristie
your penis and letting her touch it through your jeans?
You would get in just as much trouble for either of those
activities. She sounds interested but her teasing may cause
you to make irrational decisions. Did she ever tell you why
she stopped that night? Maybe it's time for a talk to find
out where she is really coming from.

--

Regarding Desire's KP law:
>It is illegal to distribute (possibly add 'or possess') pictures of
>which it is certain or highly likely that a sex crime involving a
>child, or an act that would be such if committed in (jurisdiction of
>the law) at the time of distribution, was used for its production."

Which sex crime is that exactly? Exposed genitals? Fondling? Kissing?
Intercourse? Holding her on your lap (watch those hands) while she
cries about her lost doggie?

Also, the phrase 'highly likely' concerns me. An actual event has not
occurred. How does one know what is going to happen or what is going
on in the minds of the artists and their models?

--

>If I cannot talk about my problems here, then where?

This is a wonderful place! It's like an interactive diary for me.
Some of the advice is very helpful, too. It just takes so long
for the posts to cycle around that the advice comes too late
sometimes. But I guess it helps us to think things through a
long time before acting.

'Sanctuary'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Moomin' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello Everyone,

'Jack' wrote:
>Has anyone come up with any ideas for April 25th ?  I
>want to know what everyone's doing so I can do the
>same.

Okay, I propose we act together to spread the same
message, to establish the term ALICE DAY in the public
mind. Let's keep it simple! The important thing is that
we all do more or less the same thing to increase the
impact. A short slogan will stick in peoples minds.
Let's be poetic and slightly ambiguous, to make people
think, because as soon as they see the dreaded "P" word
then it's the end of reason!

Here's my proposed message and layout:

====================

   April 25th is

 A L I C E    D A Y

Make the little girl
  you love happy.

====================

The words "ALICE DAY" writ large in a pretty, but
readable cursive font, and the rest in a smaller,
standard font.

Any better suggestions or improvements are welcome, but
assuming we use the above then you could always add an
additional message beneath it, or a web address, if you
like. Personally, I prefer the simple approach, at
least as a first step, to establish the term ALICE DAY.

We could use self adhesive stickers, "business" cards,
posters, graffiti, sky writing (!), convey the message
to the press, blitz the news groups, e-mail, inventive
web work, anything, the more imaginative the better! If
enough of us could get the message out, then don't be
surprised if we start to run into each other's handiwork.
What a prospect!

Such a simple message may well be more successful at
arousing public curiosity and awareness than we think?

I await your comments and hopefully your approval,

'Moomin' (no relation to Moomin Scans!)
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Brother Chubba' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello, it's me again, my life is in a strange place
right now, I have one friend who knows about my
sexuality, another who I really want to tell, I have
a story I am writing about a girl lover (among
other people) that is being bandied about my friends
and acquaintances, which everyone says is great (smug
mode engaged) and among all this happiness, Sarah is
being extremely distant.  She still comes to see me,
but never wants to give me a hug like we used to,
doesn't even seem to want to kiss me, she just sits
on the Playstation the whole time she's here.  Oh
well, things change, it seems my little girlfriend
just wants me to be a friend, it sad but I have to
accept that.

--

'Spike' wrote:
>Now how can I resist a 'please' from a 10 yr old? But I did, I told her
>that it wasn't the right time, and that maybe if I had courage enough to do
>it later on I would. She called me a "scaredy cat" and left me sitting on
>the couch by myself, trying to catch my breath, calm my nerves, and get my
>raging hard-on under control all at one time.  I had blown it, I thought to
>myself, the one time that I had a chance with this girl and I had blown it.

I'm sure it was incredibly nerve wracking, as you may
remember, when things started with me and Sarah I
didn't just whip the thing out, it just popped out of
it's own accord, I had the easy way out, with just the
panic of what the reaction would be.  At least you have
time to gauge how things might turn out in the long run.

>Now what happened next was nothing short of amazing. She started to move
>her hand up and down my lap until it was reaching to my crotch and back
>down again. She then let her hand slip up and over my penis which was by
>this time responding. She then started to rub it through
>my jeans and it felt incredible!!!

I guess that answers that then you lucky dog you ;)

--

To 'Oskar', as I said above I'm working on telling another
friend, this one may well have that "Yeah, I know" reaction.

'Oskar' wrote:
>I was waiting for the subway, the train pulled up, and the _entire_ car was
>full of 9-10 year olds on a class trip. Unfortunately they all got off at
>the next stop.

I get this every day, a major local girls school seems to use
my local underground network for travel, also my bus passes
three (count em) three primary schools, including the one next
door. (I like that proximity)

--

To 'Mr Astris', why do you discuss the discarding of infants
with used bathing water? ie. what the hell does that mean?

  [ It's an English saying or phrase.  "Throwing out the
    baby with the bathwater" - it means someone is foolish
    to discard something good along with the useless. ]

--

Desire!! It's great to hear your still alive, I was really
worried about you.  If only things were different you could
have come and visited me, I would have cheered you up, or died
trying.  Please do not lose hope, I feel that I may end up
in the same place as you once Sarah grows up, I don't know any
other little girls who I could have any real contact with.
Life can always get better, honest!  Why don't you start going
back to that pool where you met Shariva, you might not meet
anyone serious but you always seemed to end up playing with
some girls in the end.

I feel I'm pretty smart, but I also feel most of my friend are
smart too.  I wouldn't be able to keep them as friends without
it.  My friend who I told about my Paedophilia for example, I
consider him my equal, just like my Friend Brother Bones who I
want to tell next.  Hell we all need to be smart to figure out
that we're not monsters, or we'd all have killed ourselves I'm
sure.

BTW that response about you not replying was not meant as a
complaint, in fact I could tell you were depressed by the mails
but I didn't want to bring your personal life onto the group,
(Your domain of course) No hard feeling eh? :)

anyway it's nice your still here and keep in touch.

--

Well, there wasn't much in the last post to reply to, but I
hope there's more next time

Thanks for the time,

'Brother Chubba'

I'll leave you with my favourite (slight mis-)quote from Lolita
"The sound I heard was the sound of children at play, nothing
more,  I knew then that the hopelessly poigniant thing was not
Lolita's absence from my side, but the absence of her voice
from that chorus" ahhhhhh, how could Humbert have been so wrong
in almost everything else he did.

----------------------------------------------------------------




'Brian' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

'Sanctuary' wrote:
>>If you see her again, nod to her or something to show you still
>>think of her and watch her body language.  Ten to one its
>>positive toward you, even if neither of you can talk.

>It would be nice to think that but when A...'s mother separated
>us A... got to where she would not even look at me and her
>expression was cold. Maybe she was afraid of her mom but I have
>no idea what she said about me to her.

Thet's what bothers me the most, its the same old story... She's
either been told in no uncertain terms what she'll get from her
mother if she talks to you, or she's been convinced that you're a
risk. My A's mother did the former to her so at least I know what
happened there.

>>I was thinking that one thing that might do it would be a known
>>GL reporting a genuine Child Abuser

>Genuine child abuser? According to whose definition? You mean the
>ones who hug them when they need a friend or the ones who rape
>and murder them? Or something in between? All is abuse in some
>people's minds.

The ones who genuinely hurt them, rape them, that sort of thing.
But you're absolutely right, we're all considered exactly as bad
as each other regardless of intent. I'm certain a known GL dobbing
in a rapist would get the full treatment dished out to him too.

>It's the warped idea that sexual contact will harm them that
>causes all of the problems. That is why I like to see
>controversies like the one caused by the recent Bauserman,
>Tromovich, and Rind article. Perhaps studies like these will
>cause some genuine re-evaluation of perceptions; perhaps not. I
>will remain hopeful and continue to show genuine affection
>whenever I can.

Maybe its just me, but I find it funny that even the most ardent
anti-ped seems to have no objection to kids having sex with kids.
You know what they say, the worst homophobes are the closet
homosexuals. Sometimes I similarly wonder about the motives of the
anti-peds.

The more controversy the better from just about any source I
reckon, the situations getting to the point that the lies are
going to start breaking down under their own weight. People are
already seriously questioning the motives of social workers and
over zealous court officials, and that's good! I can't wait for the
time when some of these 'experts' get dragged into court for a
little of the treatment they've been dishing out.

--

Last week R.'s mother told me she has a few problems which make
things difficult for her at school and socially, so that's why she
likes my support and encouragement and treatment of her as an
adult. Both her teachers and classmates treat her like a baby
after they were informed of it. Some thoughtful person has opened
their big mouth in front of the class by the looks of things.

--

To Ianthe: I love the Zone Alarm 2 software! It definitely
compliments a good virus detector. Its a fairly good process
monitor too and seems to do a good job as a firewall. This thing
will definitely make things a lot more difficult for Trojan horse
files like the rumoured police trojans.

'Brian'
---------------------------------------------------------------------




'Frans' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

'albertRoss' wrote:

>_On religion - the gospel according to

I believe not only in an afterlife to which we will return,
but also in a before-life, from which we came. [...etc...]

'Frans' reacts:

Quite interesting message! I very well agree with you, so at least
we have a church of two... :-).

I've read a lot of books etc. about this kind of beliefs, also the
Bible, the Qur'an, the Tantra Book etc., and have thought
about these ideas for a long time.

I even have started an E-mail List, named "Spirituality List", but by
lack of messages this list seems to have died. For me the problem was
that all I read was in Dutch in books and that the list was in English
and digitalized. I hadn't the time to translate passages or ideas
and to put my ideas  digitalized in correct English.

Maybe we can give the List its second life :-) if you allow me to
put your message on this list. Maybe other ASGL-L members are
interested also?

--

'Desire' wrote:
Here in the Netherlands we do not need any amendments for that. Just
a judge who is willing to go along with the prosecution in another,
wider interpretation. If the newest cases are upheld by the High
Council, ANY picture of a child becomes child porn when collected
by a pedophile. At least that's what I understood of it. Suddenly it
seems I have quite a lot of KP in my house (legal copies of Vogue
Bambini, books on child psychology...)

Ianthe responded:
  [ Do you have any English language press-cuttings on that ? ]

Have a look at
http://www.humanbeing.demon.nl/ipceweb/Newsletters/NL%20E3.html#THE NETHERLANDS

Here you have a txt version of the article:

FROM THE NETHERLANDS

IF THE LAW SAYS 'A (AN)', IT WILL BE 'ONE'

THE HIGH COURT OF THE NETHERLANDS DECIDES About the possession of photographs

By Frans NL

(Unfortunately my usual translator is sick and I have had to translate this most
complicated piece myself with the help of [co-secretary of Ipce]. If a more
accurate
translation comes to hand the article will be republished if necessary - Frans)

On April 21, 1998, The Dutch Courts made a remarkable decision that will
influence the
life of people who possess photographs of minors with a sexual connotation or
atmosphere.

In order to understand the decision one must first understand the system of
courts in The
Netherlands. The first to judge is the' Court'. If the accused disagrees with
the
conviction, he or she can appeal at the 'Higher Court', which will review the
case and
give its judgement. If the accused disagrees with the application of the law, he
or she
can go to the next court of appeal, named cassation (annulment) at the High
Court. This
court will only consider the judicial procedure that was followed and the
application of
the law in the original trial, it may not make any judgement about the facts in
the case.

So please, see and understand the names and the differences: the first appeal is
about the
judgement of a Court and is done at the Higher Court. The cassation is only
about the
procedure and is done by the HIGH Court, which is in fact the Highest Court in
The
Netherlands. Decisions of the High Court cannot be appealed further.

The decision of the High Court in this case is a 32-page document full of
juridical
language, available for any who can read it by asking me for doc 98-039. In this
article,
I try to explain the decision as far as I understand all this jumble of
juridical wording.

Well, a man was convicted for sexual acts with minors and the possession of
'kiddy porn',
images of the children concerned in the case. He appealed at the Higher Court,
which
upheld the conviction. He therefore applied for cassation at the High Court. To
do this,
his lawyers have to put forward legal arguments about the way in which the law
was applied
in the case

One of the arguments was that the Higher Court had declared that the photos and
videos
added to the allegation, should not be seen as a part of the allegation, but as
an
explanatory attachment. Perhaps we can express this as 'corroborative evidence'.
Well,
argued the accused, one cannot delete part of an allegation; one should then
delete the
whole allegation.

No, said the High Court, one can surely be convicted on the basis of an
allegation with
attached explaining images. This decision influences the subsequent decisions.

Another argument was that, if the photographs and videos are not a part of the
allegation,
a court cannot decide if they are images of 'a sexual conduct in which a minor
is
involved' nor if they are illegal. This is because of an explanation of the
Minister of
Justice that not every image of such a sexual conduct is a crime per se.

No, said the High Court, this decision can be made on the basis of the attached
images
that have to be seen as a part of the allegation.

The greatest influence comes from the decision about a third argument. This is
about the
difference between having pictures "in stock" (in voorraad) or "in possession"
(in bezit).
Minister Sorgdrager explained to both Chambers of the Dutch Parliament that
there is a
difference. The law says "in stock", not "in possession". To have pictures 'in
stock',
refers to a certain plurality as well as what she called "an external
connotation". What
she wanted to say was that nobody in The Netherlands should be convicted merely
for the
possession of one image or single images? Given this explanation, Parliament
accepted a
proposed change in the law.

Well, said the accused, I had only one of each 'in possession', there was no
plurality and
no external connotation. Thus, the court has convicted me against the will of
the Dutch
legislation.

"No No!" said the High Court to this argument. What a court has to do, is to
compare the
allegations with the law. The law speaks of "an image" (een afbeelding). "Een"
in Dutch is
"a(n)", but is also "one". The High Court explained the "een" as "one". Thus, no
plurality
at all is needed for a conviction. The High Court rejected the nuances brought
by minister
Sorgdrager to both Chambers of Parliament and went back to the original text of
the law
and the original "Memo of Explanation" of the former minister of Justice Hirsh
Ballin and
the Parliament that accepted his proposals.

The same holds for the question of "in stock" versus "in possession". Here the
High Court
also set aside the nuances brought forward by minister Sorgdrager and Parliament
and went
back to the original Memo of Explanation of Hirsh Ballin. He had said that such
an image
is the consequence of a crime and thus having such an image is a crime also. The
High
Court decided that the nuances of minister Sorgdrager and Parliament did not
accord with
the ratio (the aim and the arguments) of the law as formulated and explained by
the former
minister of Justice. The High Court decided that 'to have in possession' is
enough for the
accusation 'to have in stock'. To 'have in stock' is illegal according the text
of the law
and the law does not speak about any 'plurality' or 'external connotation', no,
the law
says "one".

Thus, since April 21, 1998, the possession of one image of a sexual nature in
which a
minor is involved, is against the law. As soon as the College of Prosecutors
became aware
of this decision, they declared that from now on this would be to the forefront
of their
prosecutions. Indeed, since then the media have frequently mentioned the arrest
of a
person because of the possession of 'kiddy porn'. An additional fact is that
judicial
practice has also tended to widen the definition of "sexual conduct" from
explicit sexual
acts (in which two persons are involved) to sexual explicit pictures of one
person and
also to pictures in which the minor 'stands in a sexual pose', clothed or not.

Well, the wind from the Anglo-Saxon countries has blown over The Netherlands and
has
destroyed the famous Dutch Tolerance. And the High(est!) Court has blown away
the nuances
of the Dutch Minister and Parliament. No Minister or Member of Parliament can
cancel a
decision of the High Court. The only thing they can do is to make a new law in
which the
desired nuance is laid out explicitly in the words of the law. Parliament will
have an
opportunity for this because several MPs have asked the Minister questions about
the
consequences of this High Court decision. But he asked this just the same day as
the
Zandvoort Child pornography case broke in the media. After the recent mass of
media
attention about this case and the resulting world wide outrage, no Member of
Parliament
will plead for a return of the law as it was intended. Words like these are
already
published in the media. The media have already reached this conclusion. In the
meantime,
suddenly there was enough money to subside the 'Kinderporno Meldpunt' and to pay
for five
new cybercops.

The cold wind of Puritanism now blows across the fair land of The Netherlands as
strongly
as in any other country.

The pendulum swung back.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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